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Principal’s Report 
Welcome back everybody to the 2023 school year.  We hope that everyone managed to find some quality 

time to relax with friends and family during the summer break and that the start of this year has been a 

positive one for you all.   

 

This year, we again welcome new families to GWSPS across all year levels, including our new Foundation 

families.  We know that the whole community joins us in welcoming you all to our school and trust that your 

time with us is positive and enjoyable. 

 

Each year when we return, it is a pleasure to see such happy and enthusiastic faces, eager to renew old 

friendships, make some new ones and get back into some interesting and enjoyable learning.  When we chat 

to students, they share lovely holiday stories but are also looking forward to their new school year.  We would 

like to thank you, the parents, for your efforts in preparing your children so well for the start of the school 

year.  Throughout the year, we will share through the newsletter, the many opportunities that our students 

have to shine.  

  

Our Foundation children commenced school on Tuesday.  Mrs Ketelaar (formerly Miss O’Connor) and all staff 

are looking forward to getting to know all our new families and students throughout the year. 

 

A big thank you to the staff for all the preparations they have made for the 2023 school year, as they have 

already spent countless hours over the past weeks; the cleaners ensuring a fresh and welcoming 

environment, the Office and Education Support staff with various administrative tasks and the teachers 

setting up dynamic learning environments and forward planning to ensure a smooth start and exciting 

curriculum for the students this year.   

 

Once again, we will be starting the year with our ‘Learning How to Learn’ program.  The purpose of this 
school-developed program is to engage students in a range of activities that help build strong relationships 

with their teachers and peers, and to establish clear expectations for the 2023 school year.  This is a crucial 

part of the curriculum as it paves the path for a happy and successful year of learning for all students.  We 

know that relationships are at the core of all learning.  Having spent the time to form a relationship based on 

trust and respect and getting to know each other beyond the roles of ‘teacher’ and ‘student’ (interests, family 

members, friends, experiences, hopes, fears etc.), we are able to truly begin personalising the learning 

experience for the children we teach.  

 

 

 

 

  

2nd February 2023 

mailto:glen.waverley.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.gwsps.vic.edu.au/
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Principal’s Report (continued) 
We are looking forward to a productive partnership with you to ensure all children can achieve their highest 

potential.  We recognise that in order to be successful in school, our children need support from both the 

home and school, knowing that a strong partnership with you will make a great difference in your child’s 
education.  As partners, we share the responsibility for our children’s success and want you to know that we 
will do our very best to carry out our responsibilities, asking that you guide and support your child’s learning 
by ensuring:  

1. Attendance at school daily and arrival on time, ready for the day’s learning experience  
2. Completion of all homework assignments given by teachers  

3. Daily reading to develop a love for literature and to improve critical language skills  

4. Sharing school experiences with you so that you are aware of his / her school life  

Working and “learning together” we can achieve great results.  In any given year we provide many 

opportunities for parent involvement within the school: classroom assistance with Reading, Maths or PMP; 

being a Class Representative; volunteering; and being a member of the Fundraising Committee who do such 

an amazing job of raising funds for the school and creating a caring culture with numerous events.  Parental 

support of the teachers and the school’s programs is also vital and includes displaying a positive attitude 
towards your child’s learning, so I encourage you all to be fully involved in your child’s education.  Education 

is a partnership!  Let’s all work together to ensure the best future for the children that we have in our care.  
 

Existing parents will be aware that we run a fortnightly newsletter with a ‘Dates to Remember’ edition every 

other week.  Each of these editions will contain lots of important information, dates and reminders so please 

be sure to read both versions of our newsletters.  School families will be notified via a Compass alert, which 

will inform you of the availability of the current Newsletter or Dates to Remember on our school website at 

https://www.gwsps.vic.edu.au/newsletter  Alternatively, you can obtain a hard copy at the office.   

 

In addition to our weekly Newsletter/Dates to Remember, year levels will be providing a quarterly (once a 

term at the beginning of each term) overview of what your child will be learning in the classroom for the 

term ahead. This is slightly different from previous years where each level distributed a weekly newsletter. 

Information relating to a specific year level event will continue to be communicated via Compass and/or our 

Community newsletter throughout the year. 

 

School Assembly 
Our first whole school assembly for 2023 will be held on Friday 10th February.  It will be commencing at 

2:40pm and will be held on the Netball court in front of the school gym/office area.  Unfortunately, we are 

no longer able to hold assemblies in the school gym because of the levels 5/6 classrooms being located in 

there due to the Capital Works.  In the event of any inclement weather, we will be holding our assemblies via 

the School PA system, without visitors, and notify the community as soon as a decision is made.  Please be 

sure to check your Compass notifications for all the latest information relating to school matters! 

 

Swimming 
Our levels 1/2 and levels 3/4 swimming programs commenced today and will run for all of term 1, whilst 

many of our Year 3 – 6 students will be partaking in School Swimming trials tomorrow, Friday 3rd February, 

with successful students then attending the WESA District Swimming Trials on Thursday 16th February.  A big 

thank you to Mr Young for coordinating this event!  Good luck to all students who are participating! 

 

Staffing 
We’d like to officially welcome Miss Claudia Madaferri to the GWSPS community, who will be working as an 
Integration Aide. Also, a very big welcome back to Mrs Ellie Ketelaar (formerly Miss O’Connor) following her 
wedding last week! We also welcome back both Mrs Honore and Mrs Reincke.  

https://www.gwsps.vic.edu.au/newsletter
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Principal’s Report (continued) 
Student Attendance - Every Day Counts  
The following extract comes from the DET website:http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/studentattendance.asp 

‘We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with 
students coming to school each and every day.  Missing school can have a major impact on a child’s future – 

a student missing one day a fortnight will miss four full weeks by the end of the year.  By Year 10 they’ll have 
missed more than a year of school.  There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student 

misses puts them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.  Coming to school every day is vital, but 

if for any reason your child must miss school, there are steps you can take to ensure they don’t fall behind: 
Speak with your classroom teacher or year level coordinator and find out what work your child needs to do 

to keep up. 

Develop an absence learning plan with your school and ensure your child completes the plan. 

Remember, every day counts.  If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher or year level 

coordinator as early as possible.’ 
 

Supervision of Students in the Playground Before and After School 
To ensure that students are appropriately supervised, we ask that students arrive at school after 8.45am each 

morning.  If you elect to send your child/ren to school prior to 8.45am, it is important that you understand 

that they cannot be supervised until the school gates are open and yard duty teachers begin their assigned 

duty from 8.45am.  Similarly, at the end of the school day, the school will ensure the appropriate supervision 

of all students until 3.45pm and after this time it is the responsibility of parents to collect/supervise their 

children.  Any children not collected after this time will be sent to our After School Program.  

Please be aware that sending children to Before or After School Care, will incur a fee! 

 

Meet the Teacher Interviews 
Shortly you will be receiving a notice inviting you to book online a ‘Meet and Greet’ session with your child’s 
teacher.  Please be sure to follow the instructions as outlined in the notice and take this very important 

opportunity to organise a time to meet with the teacher.  Interpreters can be organised – please refer to 

notice.  If you are having difficulty completing this, please speak to your child’s teacher or contact the school.  
The meet and greet dates are as follows: 

Level 5/6 - Tuesday 21st February, between 1:40 pm – 6:40 pm 

Levels 1 to 4 - Wednesday 22nd February, between 1:40 pm – 6:40 pm.  

(Miss Gibson’s class, 1/2G, will be having their Meet & Greet meeting at a date to be determined in the 
following week, as Miss Gibson will be unavailable on the 22nd Feb).   

 

The Salvation Army Christmas Cheer Appeal  
Within this newsletter we have included a Thank You note from The Salvation Army thanking 

the GWSPS community for their generous donations made at the end of last year through 

the Junior School Council (JSC) Icy Pole Day and from additional contributions made by 

individual families.   

 

School Council 
Information relating to vacancies on School Council will be distributed shortly.  Please look out for this if you 

are interested in nominating or being nominated for 2023.  Information will include a timeline and summary 

of the role of School Council.  Our next and final school council meeting for the current membership is on 

Tuesday 14th February.  Please contact the office if you’d like to attend as a visitor. 
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Principal’s Report (continued) 
Student Accident and Private Property Insurance 
Please be aware that the Department of Education and Training (DET) does not provide personal accident 

insurance or ambulance cover for students. Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student 

accident insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured 

students, including the cost of ambulance attendance/transport and any other transport costs.  

 

In some circumstances, medical or other expenses will be paid by the Department where it is assessed that 

it is likely, that the Department is liable for negligent (careless) acts or omissions of its staff/volunteers.  For 

more information about the claims process please go to: 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/governance/Pages/claimsprocess.aspx   

 

Student accident insurance/ambulance cover policies are available from some commercial insurers, and can 

be obtained by parents/guardians for individual students.  The Department cannot advise parents/guardians 

on whether to purchase a student accident policy/ambulance cover, or which policy to purchase. It is 

recommended that parents seek assistance in this matter with their insurance broker or find a suitable 

personal accident insurer in the Yellow Pages or online. 

 

Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and the Department does not 

accept any responsibility for any loss or damage.  

 

Visiting Primary School Nurse 
Michelle Chappell, a visiting primary school nurse from the Department of Education, will be attending the 

school to conduct the Foundation health assessments and to see other children as requested by teachers 

(with parents’ consent).  
 

The purpose of the visit is to provide children in their first year of primary school with the opportunity to 

have a health assessment; to link children, families, and school communities to services available in the 

community; and to provide information and advice that promotes health and wellbeing. 

 

The confidential questionnaire will provide important information about your child’s health so the nurse can 
make an effective and tailored assessment.  If your child requires further assessment, such as vision, hearing 

or speech assessments the nurse will see him or her at school.  

• If you would like your child to participate in the Primary School Nursing Program, please indicate this by 

ticking the YES consent box (page 5), sign and fill out the questionnaire and return the completed student 

entrant health questionnaire to your child’s school. 
• If you do not wish your child to participate in the Primary School Nurse Program, please tick the NO 

consent box (page 5), sign and return the student entrant health questionnaire to your child’s school. 
• Once completed, can you please return the questionnaires to your child’s school teacher in the sealed 

envelope by Monday 6th February. 

Parents are invited to contact Michelle, the visiting primary school nurse if there are any issues they wish to 

discuss.  Michelle’s contact number is 0412 161 467. 
 

No Hat, No Play 
Please be reminded that the ‘No Hat No Play’ policy is still in effect.   
 

Chinese New Year 
Sunday 22nd January marked the beginning of the Chinese New Year.  2023 is the year of 

the Rabbit.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone in our community who 

celebrates this significant event a Happy New Year! 
  

Con Vellios 

Principal 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/governance/Pages/claimsprocess.aspx
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PRIVACY COLLECTION STATEMENT – Primary Schools 
Information for Parents and Carers 
During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect your child’s 
personal and health information when necessary to educate your child, or to support your child’s social and 
emotional wellbeing or health in the school context.  Such information will also be collected when required 

to fulfil a legal obligation, including duty of care, anti-discrimination law and occupational health and safety 

law.  If that information is not collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal education or support 

to your child, or fulfil those legal obligations. 

 

For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare officer or 

wellbeing staff member.  If your child is referred to a specific health service at school, such as a Student 

Support Services officer, the required consent will be obtained.  Our school also collects information provided 

by parents and carers through the School Entrance Health Questionnaire (SEHQ) and the Early Childhood 

Intervention Service (ECIS) Transition Form. 

 

Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect and manage 

information about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent communication and engagement; 

student administration; and school management purposes.  When our school uses these online tools, we 

take steps to ensure that your child’s information is secure.  If you have any concerns about the use of these 

online tools, please contact us. 

 

School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff who need to know to 

enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal obligation. 

 

When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health information about 

that student will be transferred to that next school.  Transferring this information is in the best interests of 

our students and assists that next school to provide optimal education and support to students. 

 

In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and outside of the 

Department of Education and Training).  The school will seek your consent for such disclosures unless the 

disclosure is allowed or mandated by law. 

 

Our school values the privacy of every person.  When collecting and managing personal and health 

information, all school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law.  For more information about privacy 

including about how to access personal and health information held by the school about you or your child, 

see our school’s privacy policy: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx  

 

Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service officers, youth workers, 
social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners and all other staff at our school.  This includes 

employees, agents and service providers (contractors) of the Department, whether paid or unpaid. 

  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
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CSEF 2023 
If you hold a healthcare/concession/Centrelink card you may be eligible for the CSEF (Camps, Sports, 

Excursions Fund) for 2023.  This means $125 per eligible student that can be used to help pay for camps, 

sports activities and excursions. 

 

To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or non-

government Victorian primary or secondary school must on the first day of Term one, or on the first day of 

Term two;  

• Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder 

of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner 

Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR  

• Be a temporary foster parent 

 

If you think you may be eligible, please be sure to complete an application form (attached to this newsletter) 

and return it to the school office with a copy of your current, signed Centrelink card as quickly as possible.   

 

 

 

Change of Details 
If there has been a change to your living arrangements or contact details that the office may not be aware 

of, please complete the form below and return to the office as soon as possible. 

  

Student Name:  Class:  

Student Name:  Class:  

Student Name:  Class:  

Student Address:  

P
a

re
n

t 
(A

) 

Name:  

Email:  

Phone:  

Address:  

P
a

re
n

t 
(B

) 

Name:  

Email:  

Phone:  

Address:  

Parent Signature:  Date:  

    



 

Glen Waverley South Primary School   Page 9 of 13 
 ABN  49 140 012 401 

 2nd February 2023 

 



 

Glen Waverley South Primary School   Page 10 of 13 
 ABN  49 140 012 401 

 2nd February 2023 

Dates to Remember 

February 2023 
Friday 3rd  2023 Foundation students attend 8.55am-1pm. 

Lv 3-6 Interschool Swimming Trials – select students. 

Monday 6th 2023 Foundation students commence attending school 8.55am-3.30pm. 

Last day for Foundation Parents to return school Nurse information forms. 

Wednesday 8th No School for 2023 Foundation students. 

Thursday 9th Lv 1-4 Swimming Lessons. 

Friday 10th Guitar Lessons with Albert recommence onsite for enrolled students. 

Whole School Assembly 2.40pm – all community members welcome to attend. 

Monday 13th Last day to consent for Lv 2 Magician Incursion. 

Tuesday 14th  School Council Meeting. 

Wednesday 15th No School for 2023 Foundation students. 

Thursday 16th Lv 1-4 Swimming Lessons. 

District Swimming – select students. 

Friday 17th Mad on Music to recommence lessons onsite for enrolled students. 

Monday 20th Lv 2 Magician Incursion. 

Last day to consent for Lv 3/4 Healesville Sanctuary excursion. 

Tuesday 21st Level 5/6 Parent/Teacher Meet & Greet sessions – 1.40pm-6.40pm. 

Wednesday 22nd No School for 2022 Foundation students. 

Levels 1-4 Parent/Teacher Meet & Greet sessions – 1.40pm-6.40pm. 

Thursday 23rd Lv 1-4 Swimming Lessons. 

Friday 24th Lv 5-6 Interschool Sport Gala #1. 

 

Victorian School Holidays and Term Dates 

Period Start Date Finish Date Length 

Term 1, 2023 Monday, 30 January 2023 Thursday, 6 April 2023 10 weeks 

School 

Holidays 
Friday, 7 April 2023 Sunday, 23 April 2023  

Term 2, 2023 Monday, 24 April 2023 Friday, 23 June 2023 9 weeks 

School 

Holidays 
Saturday, 24 June 2023 Sunday, 9 July 2023  

 

Want to know what is happening at GWSPS? 

Like us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/GWSPS 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/GWSPS
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Japanese 
Word of the Week  

Welcome back everyone to GWSPS and welcome to those who have started school this 

year!  I hope it will be a happy and awesome year for everyone! 

 

This section introduces a Japanese phrase fortnightly.  The Japanese captains introduce ‘Word of the Week’ 
to all students at assembly every Friday.  Children are encouraged to use the word/phrase as much as possible 

during the following week.  They are given tickets from their class Japanese monitors when they use the 

‘Word of the Week’ with appropriate manners through the week.  The student whose ticket is drawn by the 

Japanese captains at the following assembly will receive a prize or house points.  By 

asking your child to tell you the ‘Word of the Week’ each week, you not only 

encourage him/her to use Japanese language at home, but you also have the 

opportunity to learn parts of the language! 

 

Word of the week : はじめましょう (ha ji me ma shoo !)  

Which means ‘Let’s begin!’ e.g. When you start playing a game with your child at 
home, you can say to him/her, はじめましょう (ha ji me ma shoo !) to start the 

game. 

 

 

 

 

Out of School Hours Care (OSH) News 
First of all, welcome all our new families to the program.  Our program has 

started off the year with a busy holiday program.  Highlights for the children 

were the Reptile incursion, movie days and our inaugural visit to the berry 

farm.  Thanks to all the OSH families that used our program over the January 

break.  We look forward to the April Holidays.  

 

A few reminders for all families; Before School Hours are 7am – 9am and After School Care 3.30-6.00pm.  

Parents/guardians are legally required to sign their children into Before School Care and out of After School 

Care.  OSH families need to install the Xplor Home App for signing children in and out.  Please speak to me if 

you need help.   

All children need to be booked into the program so that we can maintain correct staffing levels.  For After 

School Care please ensure you book them in via the Xplor App, text message or phone the OSH mobile prior 

to 9.30am for same day After Care.  In relation to Before School Care please book in by 6pm the day prior.  In 

an emergency outside of these hours please phone the OSH mobile (0409 168 410) to enquire whether there 

are any vacancies in the program.  

 

Please feel free to contact me if you want any information about our programs or wish to make any bookings.  

 

 

 

 

  

Miyuki Manzaki 

Japanese Teacher 

Karen Borsato 

OSH Coordinator 
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