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Principal’s Report  
 

Our Foundation students will start attending school full time as of next week. Thank you to all our Foundation 

parents for your support throughout the first five weeks. This has enabled Miss Gibson to perform some 

valuable testing and assess each child’s entry level.  
 

Staffing 
We warmly welcome Mrs Streets back to our school community following the sad passing of her dearly 

beloved mum. We continue to keep Mrs Streets and her family in our thoughts and prayers during this 

difficult time. 

 

We wish to inform our community that Miss Clare Flood, who joined our team at the beginning of this year, 

will be taking a period of leave and will be absent from the school for an indefinite period of time. 

We ask that you respect her privacy during this time. We look forward to welcoming Miss Flood back when 

she is ready. 

In the meantime, we thank Miss Kelsey Dixon for ensuring continuity of the STEM learning program and 

support for our students. 

New Values/New Logo 

We are excited to officially launch our revised School Values! 

Following thoughtful feedback from students, staff, and our wider school community 

throughout 2025, we have refreshed our school values to better reflect who we are 

and what we stand for. Our previous R.E.S.P.E.C.T. acronym has been refined to a 

strong and simple core value: RESPECT — no acronym, just a clear and powerful 

expectation that guides how we treat ourselves and others every day. 

Alongside RESPECT, three additional core values have been selected by students, staff, and our community: 

KINDNESS, HONESTY, and FAIRNESS. These values represent the qualities we believe are essential in building 

a positive, inclusive, and supportive school culture. 

You will notice our revised values featured in our updated logo, now displayed around the school and on new 

uniforms. Most importantly, students have already begun engaging deeply with these values through explicit 

teaching in the Learning How to Learn program during Weeks 1 and 2 of Term 1. 
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We are proud of the collaborative process that shaped these values and look forward to seeing them lived 

out in our classrooms, playgrounds, and wider community each day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term we launched our revised school values! The values were chosen after student, staff and community 

consultation. Our focus value for Term 1 is KINDNESS. Throughout the term, students will learn what kindness 

looks like, why it is important to be kind, and practise kindness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In F-2 a star is placed on the bucket filler chart 

when kindness is noticed. 

Students created fantastic displays in the 

classroom to remind them of how we can be 

‘bucket fillers’ who spread kindness every day. 
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Students are explicitly taught to practise these values at school using our new  

Positive Behaviours Matrix (see below). The revised ‘Learning How to Learn’ program, conducted in Weeks 
1 and 2 of Term 1, introduced students to these positive behaviour expectations using lots of examples and 

modelling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Grab your reader’s attention with a great quote from the document or use this space to emphasize a key 
point. To place this text box anywhere on the page, just drag it.] 

 

Students created fantastic displays in the 

classroom to remind them of how we can be 

‘bucket fillers’ who spread kindness every day. 
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Labour Day Public Holiday and Pupil Free Day 
Please be reminded that the weekend after next weekend is an extra-long weekend for students at GWSPS.  

Monday 9th March is the Labour Day Public Holiday and Tuesday 10th March is our second pupil free day 

for the year.  Students do not attend school on both of these days.  

 

Our Out of School Hours Care Program (OSH) will be running on Tuesday 10th March.  Please contact Karen 

on 0409 168 410 or email on oshc.glen.waverley.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au  if you need to secure a 

booking.  

 

NAPLAN - 11th-16th March 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) involves students in Years 3 and 5 from 

all states and territories in Australia.  NAPLAN testing will take place from Wednesday 11th March, through 

to Monday 16th March.  Students’ skills in reading, writing, language conventions (spelling, punctuation and 
grammar) and numeracy will be assessed.  These national test results provide information on how your child 

is progressing and performing in the key areas of literacy and numeracy and also help to support 

improvements in teaching to benefit your child.  Parents can support their children to be ready to participate 

in these assessment tasks by facilitating a smooth, calm start to each day.  Please ensure that your child/ren 

have breakfast before coming to school and that they arrive to school on time. 

 

Individual student NAPLAN reports will be forwarded to families later in the year.  These reports will provide 

parents and staff with a snapshot of students’ achievements but should not be seen as a definitive or 
comprehensive assessment.  Thanks to Mrs Tineke Reincke for her organisation and coordination of the 

NAPLAN assessment and thank you to all staff involved in supervising. 

 

Wednesday 11th Mar Lvl 3 & 5 NAPLAN – Writing 

Thursday 12th Mar Lvl 3 & 5 NAPLAN – Reading 

Friday 13th Mar Lvl 3 & 5 NAPLAN – Language Conventions. 

Monday 16th Mar Lvl 3 & 5 NAPLAN – Numeracy 

 

 

Twilight Sports 
Please remember our annual Twilight Sports event, which will be held on Wednesday 4th March from 4:30pm 

to 6.00pm.  We hope you can all attend and look forward to your participation.  A big thank you to the 

fundraising team who will be organising a BBQ and a huge thank you to all staff for their input and particularly 

Miss Hare for organising and coordinating the event!  

 

Fresh Fruit Friday 
Thank you to Karen Borsato for once again coordinating our Fresh Fruit Friday program which commenced a 

couple of weeks ago. Thank you to the parents who have volunteered to assist in cutting up and delivering 

the fruit to the classrooms. 

 

 

mailto:oshc.glen.waverley.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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School Council Elections 2026 
At the close of Nominations, the following nominated candidates have been duly declared elected. 

 

Parent Membership Category: 

1. Alec Yankos 

2. Nirmal Kumar Rajamohan 

3. Arunima Goel 

Having called for nominations for 4 parent representative positions, we have had only the 3 parents above 

self-nominate for School Council membership. We are incredibly grateful to those parents for volunteering 

their time.  

I would like to welcome and to thank our new, and returning members, whose official school council duties 

commence on Tuesday 17th March.  

 

 

 

Student Attendance - Every Day Counts  
‘We all want our students to get a great education, and 
the building blocks for a great education begin with 

students coming to school each and every day.  Missing 

school can have a major impact on a child’s future – a 

student missing one day a fortnight will miss four full 

weeks by the end of the year.  By Year 10 they’ll have 
missed more than a year of school.  There is no safe 

number of days for missing school – each day a student 

misses puts them behind and can affect their 

educational outcomes.  Coming to school every day is 

vital, but if for any reason your child must miss school, 

there are steps you can take to ensure they don’t fall 
behind:  

 

• Speak with your classroom teacher or year level 

coordinator and find out what work your child needs to 

do to keep up.  

 

• Develop an absence learning plan with your school 

and ensure your child completes the plan. Remember, 

everyday counts.  If your child must miss school, speak 

with your classroom teacher or year level coordinator 

as early as possible.’  
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The Importance of Being on Time 
Being on time for school sets the tone for a successful day of learning. A calm, punctual start helps children 

feel settled, confident, and ready to engage with their lessons from the very first moment. 

 

      Morning Routine 

• Gates open: 8:45am 

• First bell: 8:55am 

• Learning begins: 9:00am sharp 

• Gates close: 9:00am 

 

When the gates close at 9:00am, any students arriving after this time will need to enter through the school 

office to receive a late pass before going to class. 

 

Why Being On Time Matters 

Arriving at school on time: 

•    Helps children start the day feeling organised and prepared 

•    Prevents them from missing important instructions and learning activities 

•    Builds positive routines and responsibility 

•    Minimises disruption to their class and peers 

 

 

The first few minutes of the school day are often when teachers outline the day’s learning, explain key 
concepts, and set expectations. Missing this valuable time can make it harder for children to catch up and 

feel confident. 

 

How Parents Can Help 

• Establish a consistent bedtime routine 

• Prepare school bags and uniforms the night before 

• Allow extra time for busy mornings 

• Aim to arrive at school a few minutes before the first bell 

 

Being punctual not only supports your child’s learning but also teaches lifelong skills such as responsibility, 
time management, and respect for others. 

 

Thank you for your continued support in helping every child start their day ready to learn. Let’s work together 
to make every minute count!                 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Con Vellios 

Principal 
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Debbie Dimas 

Mathletics Co-ordinator 

Maths Matters 
Mathletics 
We encourage all students to access their Mathletics account at 

home or at school.  It is a great resource to help students practise 

their Maths skills in an interactive way using technology.  If your 

child does not have access to the internet at home to use 

Mathletics, arrangements can be made with your child’s teacher 
so they can access Mathletics at school.  

Certificates are awarded automatically through the Mathletics system and are awarded fortnightly at Friday 

assemblies.    

 

 

Mathletics Top 5s 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

  

 

TOP 5 CLASSES   TOP 5 STUDENTS  

Class Activity Points Student Activity Points 

4C 49, 171 Kimbrel H, 5DA 15, 587 

5DA 41, 249 Randal H, 3A   14, 310 

3A 38, 176 Jacob B, 5DA 10, 358 

4A 26, 091 Vannea K, 4C 7, 740 

3E 23, 991 Vivaann K, 4C 5, 735 
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Library  
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Term 1 Family Library Activity 

To celebrate Library Lovers’ Day, this term’s Family Library Activity is to create a craft or poster inspired by 
your favourite book to read as a family. Take a look at the images below for inspiration! 

 

Please return all crafts and posters to the library on your scheduled library day, or bring them to Ms Cook in 

the Library at lunchtimes. All characters will be displayed in the library for families to see until the end of 

term. 

 

I look forward to seeing what your family will share with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bron Cook 

   Library  
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P.E. & Sport Update 

A fantastic start to the year at Glen Waverley South Primary School for our Physical Education and Sport 

program. 

 

We started our year with Swimming Trials, which saw 14 students make their way to District. A big well done 

to the following students: Ariana, Jaxon, Austin, Zahra, Napapat, Evelyn, Cindy, Kimbrel, Jacob, Adelyn, Jason, 

Ojas, Randal & Michael.  

 

From District, we have had two students move on to Division. A big congratulations to Cindy for placing 2nd 

in Backstroke and Ariana for placing 2nd in Breaststroke. The Division competition will take place on 

Wednesday 4th of March. 

 

 

Our Level 5 and 6 students began their Summer Interschool Sports weekly matches on Friday 13th. They 

made their way across to Highvale Primary School for Round 1 and they welcomed Mount Waverley North 

Primary School for Round 2, with a mixture of results. 

 

The annual Twilight Sports event is coming up on Wednesday 4th of March, which is super exciting and always 

a loved event by the community. All the details are available via compass.  

 

The school will host its Cross Country Fun Run on the last day of term one, all students 

will be encouraged to participate and wear their House Colours on the day! Fundraising 

has been launched online too. More details are available on compass.  

 

Looking forward to the remaining weeks of term one and keeping our bodies healthy and 

happy! 

                   Jessie Hare 

                                                                                                                                             Physical Education 
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CROSS COUNTRY FUN RUN FUNDRASIER 

             Get ready to run wild with Monty! It’s here - Monty the Monstar Cross Country Fun Run! 

Jump in now! Set up your child’s My Profile Page – it’s quick, easy and super fun and start your fundraising. 

We also have some amazing bonuses up for grabs: 

• The class who creates the most online profiles after the first week will be rewarded with a Berri 

Quelch frozen juice stick. 

• For every $1,000 raised across the school, a teacher will be soaked with slime or water at assembly 

after the event. 

• Every student that raises $100 goes into a draw to be one of 10 to win a free choice of 1v1 against a 

teacher (for example basketball shoot out at lunch) 

• Top fundraising class gets free choice of games during a PE class. 

• Every student that participates on the day gets rainbow sunglasses and a headband! 

 

Together, we can achieve amazing results for our school & get some brand new PE resources while being 

active and moving our bodies! 

 

 

            Jessie Hare 

                                                                                                                                             Physical Education 

http://www.myprofilepage.com.au/
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STEM 
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Mental Health in Primary Schools (MhiPS) program 

The Mental Health in Primary Schools program has now been expanded to all government and low-fee non-

government primary schools. This year, Glen Waverley South Primary School has received funding to employ 

a Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader to implement a whole-school approach to mental health and 

wellbeing.  

The program is based on a successful pilot created in partnership between the Department of Education, 

Murdoch Children’s Research Institute and University of Melbourne. 

What is the role of the Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader?  

The key responsibility of the Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader, Mrs Annette Streets, is to help build the 

capacity of school staff to:  

• identify mental health concerns in the classroom  

• improve referral pathways for students requiring further assessment  

• implement effective mental health strategies in the classroom. (It is important to highlight here that it is 

not the role of the Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader to do counselling or therapeutic 1:1 work with 

students.) 

The Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader works with teachers and school leaders to further support systems 

and processes already established at GWSPS, in order to support students. 

 

 

 

 

              Annette Streets 

              Mental Health &  

                     Wellbeing Leader 
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Sustainability News 

Monash Waste and Recycling Centre 

 

 

 

Did you know that Monash residents can recycle a range of items for free at our Monash Waste and Recycling 

Centre? This means that many families can recycle more items and divert waste from landfill. Items include:  

• E-Waste, Batteries, Light Globes & Phones 

• Soft Plastics & Polystyrene 

• CDs, DVDs & Cassette Tapes 

• Cooking Oil, Engine Oil 

• Scrap Metal & Paint 

• Clothing 

• Vapes 

•  

See the website below for more items, details and capacity limits. 

 

 https://www.monash.vic.gov.au/Waste-Sustainability/Monash-Recycling-Waste-Centre 

 

Opening Hours: 7:30am-3pm (except some Public Holidays) 

Location: 380 Ferntree Gully Road, Notting Hill, VIC 

 

 

 

 

 

        

             Suyin Anson 

            Sustainability 

 

https://www.monash.vic.gov.au/Waste-Sustainability/Monash-Recycling-Waste-Centre
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Music 
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Birthday Treats at School 

To avoid disappointment and to support the safety and well-being of all 

students, we request that Parents/Guardians read the following 

guidelines carefully. 

We have a number of students at our school who are anaphylactic. 

Anaphylaxis is a severe, rapidly progressive allergic reaction that is 

potentially life threatening. Certain foods and insect stings are the most 

common causes of anaphylaxis. 

It is very difficult to monitor the ingredients in foods that are brought in 

for birthdays. It is for this reason that we ask families to please follow these guidelines when bringing food 

to the school for a birthday. 

These guidelines will be strictly adhered to by all staff. 

• No birthday lolly bags, no gift bags 

• Only ONE item per child eg. one lollypop or one chocolate treat (freddo frog, kit kat etc) 

• A list of ingredients MUST be supplied 

• Food MUST be individually wrapped 

• No nuts 

• No homemade food 

If birthday treats do not meet the above guidelines, the treats will be returned home. 

Birthday treats are to be delivered by the parent/guardian to the school office.  

They will remain at the office until the end of the day when they will be distributed to the students by the 

classroom teacher at 3.30pm. 
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Change of Details 
If there has been a change to your living arrangements or contact details that the office may not be aware 

of, please complete the form below and return to the office as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Name:  Class:  

Student Name:  Class:  

Student Name:  Class:  

Student Address:  

P
a

re
n

t 
(A

) 

Name:  

Email:  

Phone:  

Address:  

P
a

re
n

t 
(B

) 

Name:  

Email:  

Phone:  

Address:  

Parent Signature: 

 
 Date:  
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Second Hand Uniform Shop 
Glen Waverley South Primary School offers the opportunity for its school community to purchase second 
hand uniforms at a discounted rate.   
 

The second-hand uniform shop is in Interview Room 1 (in the reception area).  The second-hand uniform 

shop is open Mondays between 3.30pm – 4.00pm.   

 

If you have any school bags or school clothing items (other than hats) that you no longer use with the current 

‘RESPECT’ logo, consider donating these to the second-hand uniform shop.  You can leave these at the office 

any time between 8.30am – 4.30pm. 
 
The uniform prices are as follows. 
 

• Short Sleeve Polo (Navy) ............. $ 5.00 

• Long Sleeve Polo (Navy)  .............. $ 5.00 

• White Polo (Yr 5 & 6 only) ........... $ 5.00 

• Crew Neck Windcheater  ............. $ 5.00 

• Hooded Windcheater  ................. $ 7.00 

• Bomber Jacket ............................. $25.00 

• Unisex Navy Shorts  ..................... $ 5.00 

• Skort ............................................. $ 5.00 

• Summer Dress .............................. $12.00 

• Bootleg Pants  .............................. $ 5.00 

• Track Pants  .................................. $ 7.00 

• Girls Winter Skirt  ......................... $15.00 

• Girls Winter Tunic  ....................... $15.00 

• School bag   ……………………………...$10.00 

 

Please note no hats & socks will be sold in the Second-Hand Uniform shop. 
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Dates to Remember  

 

February 2026 

Friday 27th Level 5/6 Interschool Sports – Round 3 

Level 3/4 Melbourne Museum Inquiry Excursion 

 

March 2026 

Wednesday 4th Level 3-6 Division Swimming (selected students) 

Twilight Sports 4.30pm – 6.00pm 

Monday 9th Labour Day Public Holiday – No students at school 

Tuesday 10th Curriculum Day – No students at school 

OSH is available all day. Bookings are essential, please call Karen on 0409 168 410. 

Wednesday 11th Level 3 & 5 NAPLAN Writing 

Thursday 12th Level 3 & 5 NAPLAN Reading 

JSC Icy Pole Day 

Friday 13th Level 3 & 5 NAPLAN Conventions of Language 

Monday 16th Level 3 & 5 NAPLAN Numeracy 

Thursday 19th Harmony Day Morning 8.45am-9.30am 

Families welcome - more information to come! 

Friday 20th Ride2School Day 

Assembly 2.50pm 

Friday 27th Level 5/6 Interschool Sports Gala Day 

 

April 2026 

Thursday 2nd House Cross Country Fun Run  

Easter Hat Parade 

2026-2027 Foundation & Level 6-7 Placement Information Packs are released and 

available for Parents/Carers 

Last Day of Term 1 – School finishes at 2.30pm 

OSH is available on this day from 2.30pm. Bookings are essential, please call  

Karen on 0409 168 410. 

Friday 3rd Good Friday Public Holiday – No students at school 

School Holidays Monday 6th April – Friday 17th April (inclusive) 

Monday 20th First Day of Term 2 
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  Calendar for Foundation Students – Term 1, 2026 

  March 2026 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

2 

Foundation students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

3  

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 
 

4 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

5 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

6 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 
 

9 

Labour Day Public 

Holiday  

School Closed 

10 

Curriculum Day 

Pupil Free Day 
 

11 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

12 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

13 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

16 

Foundation students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

17 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

18 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

19 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

20 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 
 

23 

Foundation students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

24 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

25 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

26 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

27 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 
 

30 

Foundation students 

9.00am-3.30pm 

31 

Foundation 

students 

9.00am-3.30pm 
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