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�W�Œ�]�v���]�‰���o�[�•���Z���‰�}�Œ�š 
 

Education Week Celebration Day  
Education Week this year commences on Monday 13th May till Friday 17th May. GWSPS will be holding an 
Education Week Celebration Day on Wednesday 15th �D���Ç���î�ì�î�ð�X���d�Z�]�•���Ç�����Œ�[�•���š�Z���u�����]�•�U���Z�^�‰�}�š�o�]�P�Z�š���}�v���^�d���D�[�U��
celebrating the importance of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics in our everyday lives, in 
the classroom and beyond. Students will participate in a rotation of four activities in their house groups 
throughout the day. These rotations will include activities that get them exploring the endless possibilities of 
STEM. Many thanks to our Education Week Team, Ms Ercole, Ms Peng, Miss Tsoumas and Miss Dixon, for 
coordinating this day.  
 

���µ�•�š�Œ���o�]���[�•�����]�P�P���•�š���D�}�Œ�v�]�v�P���d���� 
���•���Á���o�o�����•���}�µ�Œ�������µ�����š�]�}�v���t�����l�������o�����Œ���š�]�}�v�������Ç�U���Á�����Á�]�o�o�����o�•�}���������Z�}�•�š�]�v�P�����µ�•�š�Œ���o�]���[�•�����]�P�P���•�š���D�}�Œ�v�]�v�P���d�������}�v��
the same day. The event will commence at 10:00am and parents are asked to bring a plate of food to share 
with other adults. Students are encouraged to wear a touch of yellow on this day. All proceeds collected on 
this day from students and families alike, will go to the Cancer Council. We are calling for volunteers to assist 
us on this day to help set up beforehand, from 9:00am. If you are able to assist, please let Ms Cakar know 
either before the day or on the very morning of the event. Many thanks to Ms Cakar and the Junior School 
Council for organising this event. 
 

�D�}�š�Z���Œ�[�•�������Ç Morning Tea and Stall 
�K�µ�Œ�����v�v�µ���o���D�}�š�Z���Œ�[�•�������Ç���•�š���o�o���Á�]�o�o���������Z���o�����}�v���d�Z�µ�Œ�•�����Ç���õth May. As well as the stall, we will be acknowledging 
�š�Z�����Á�}�v�����Œ�(�µ�o���u�µ�u�•���]�v���š�Z�������}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç���Á�]�š�Z�������•�‰�����]���o���D�}�š�Z���Œ�[�•�������Ç���u�}�Œ�v�]�v�P���š�������}�v���š�Z�����•���u���������Ç�X���t�����]�v�À�]�š����
all mums and special people to attend the morning tea which will be held outdoors in and around the netball 
and basketball courts commencing from 8:45am through to 9:30am. There will be various fun activities for 
you to participate in with your child/ren. Coffee and tea will be provided �t please bring a reusable cup, and 
donuts will be available for those who have pre-ordered.  
 
�K�v�������Z���o�(���}�(�����o�o���•�š���(�(�����v�����•�š�µ�����v�š�•�����š���'�t�^�W�^���Á�����Á�]�•�Z�����o�o���u�µ�u�•�������À���Œ�Ç���,���‰�‰�Ç���D�}�š�Z���Œ�[�•�������Ç���(�}�Œ next Sunday 
12th May.  We hope you are all spoiled with lots of gifts, and more importantly, love, gratitude, and 
appreciation for what you do.   
 

House Athletics/Coach Approach  
On Tuesday 14th May our Levels 3 to 6 children will be participating in the House Athletics event, to be held 
at Bill Stewart Athletics track, Burwood HWY, East Burwood.  You are welcome to attend the event to support 
our children!  As well as this, our Foundation, Level 1 and Level 2 students will be participating in sports 
related activities run by Coach Approach, back at school.  A huge thank you to Mr. Young for organising and 
coordinating these events!  
 
 
 

2nd May 2024  
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P�Œ�]�v���]�‰���o�[�•���Z���‰�}�Œ�š ���}�v�š�Y 
 
Monash and Manningham Network Conference 
Elise and I will be at a Principal network conference from Thursday 16th through to Friday 17th May. Mrs 
Annette Streets will be in charge in our absence.  

 
District Cross Country 
Good luck to our qualifying Levels 3 to 6 students at the District Cross Country event which will be held on 
Friday 10th May.  

 
Education Support Personnel Day 
The Australian Education Union celebrate Education Support Personnel Day on Thursday 16th May every year.  
Education Support Personnel are a vital part of the education workforce, as they contribute to creating and 
sustaining a school culture where learning takes place. They cover a wide range of professional, 
administrative, technical, and general staff working as teaching assistants, Integration Aides, Student 
administration and more. We at GWSPS would like to take the opportunity to join in and acknowledge the 
wonderful work our ES staff do.  Thank you so much to Sherryn, Lucy, Winnie, Jodie, Allison, Tara and Karen 
for keeping our school running by supporting our students to learn, our teachers to teach and engaging our 
community in our wonderful school. Your efforts are very much appreciated! 

 
2024 Parent Payments 
Thank you to all the families who have paid the 2024 Curriculum Contributions. Your support is greatly 
appreciated! ���µ�Œ�Œ�]���µ�o�µ�u�� ���}�v�š�Œ�]���µ�š�]�}�v�•�� �‰�Œ�}�À�]������ �‰���Ç�u���v�š�� �(�}�Œ�� �Ç�}�µ�Œ�� ���Z�]�o���[�•�� �•�š���š�]�}�v���Œ�Ç�� �]�š���u�•�U��Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Maths resources, (including Mathletics and Reading Eggs subscriptions), 
Japanese resources, English and sports resources, photocopying of worksheets and learning materials, and 
contributes to the provision of IT devices.  If you have not yet contributed, you are still able to do so through 
Compass, BPAY, by credit card or cash.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the 
Business Manager. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Con Vellios 
Principal 
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Maths Matters 
Mathletics 
We encourage all students to access their Mathletics account at 
home or at school.  It is a great resource to help students practise 
their Maths skills in an interactive way using technology.  If your 
child does not have access to the internet at home to use 
�D���š�Z�o���š�]���•�U�����Œ�Œ���v�P���u���v�š�•�������v���������u���������Á�]�š�Z���Ç�}�µ�Œ�����Z�]�o���[�•���š�������Z���Œ��
so they can access Mathletics at school.  
Certificates are awarded automatically through the Mathletics system and are awarded fortnightly at Friday 
assemblies.    

This year students will be awarded their first gold certificate of the year at assembly, after that they will be 
awarded their first Emerald and Legend certificates of the year at assembly. This is due to Mathletics changing 
how they award certificates compared to previous years. 
 

Mathletics Top 5s 
  

 

 

Year 6-7 Transition 

In Week 1 of this term, the Department of Education (DE), released the: Year 6-7 placement information packs: 

guidance for parents and carers. This information was communicated to parents of Year 6 students via a Compass 

post. 

We also distributed the Application for Year 7 Placement 2025 form to all families of 
Year 6 students in Week 1. This form is due back to school by Friday 10th May. It is 
recommended that it is completed and returned prior to this date so that we can begin 
the next phase of the transition process. 

For more information about this process please see the Department of Education (DE) 
link:  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/enrolment/guidance/year-6-to-7-
placement#placement-timeline-for-2024-to-2025 

 

TOP 5 CLASSES   TOP 5 STUDENTS  

Class Activity Points Student Activity Points 

5/6N 44,800 Sastra H, 3/4P 21,400 

5/6R 36,700 Nathan K, 3/4T 4,020 

5/6D 36,500 Haru Y, 5/6R 3,400 

3/4P 31,800 Armin A, 5/6D 5,400 

3/4T 16,300 Ashri M, 1/2S 3,080 
Matt Young 

Numeracy Leader 

Debbie Dimas  
Year 6-7 Transition 

Coordinator 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/enrolment/guidance/year-6-to-7-placement#placement-timeline-for-2024-to-2025
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/enrolment/guidance/year-6-to-7-placement#placement-timeline-for-2024-to-2025
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Education Week 2024 
This year, Education Week runs from the 13th to the 17th �D���Ç�X���d�Z�����š�Z���u���U���ZSpotlight on STEM�[�U�������o�����Œ���š���•��
the importance of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics in our everyday lives, in the 
classroom and beyond. 

To mark this special week, we will be holding an Education Week Celebration Day on Wednesday 
15th May. Students will participate in a rotation of four activities in their house groups throughout 
the day. These rotations will include activities that get them exploring the endless possibilities of 
STEM. 

To find out more about Education Week 2024, visit www.vic.gov.au/education-week. 

Students are encouraged to wear casual clothes on the day with a touch of yellow.  

 
Miriam Ercole, Francene Tsoumas, Kelsey Dixon and Dan Ping Peng. 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.vic.gov.au/education-week
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Victorian Challenge & Enrichment Series �t The State Library 

As part of the Victorian Challenge & Enrichment Series, a small �P�Œ�}�µ�‰���}�(���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���‰���Œ�š�]���]�‰���š�������]�v���š�Z�����^�W�Œ�]�u���Œ�Ç��
�Z���•�����Œ���Z���^�l�]�o�o�•���t�}�Œ�l�•�Z�}�‰�_�����š���š�Z�����^�š���š�����>�]���Œ���Œ�Ç���}�v�����‰�Œ�]�o���î�ï�Œ���X���d�Z�����Á�}�Œ�l�•�Z�}�‰�����]�u�������š�}�����µ�]�o�������}�Œ�����o�]�š���Œ�����Ç���•�l�]�o�o�•��
and explore important concepts of online research and critical literacy. 

Students engaged in activities that helped them understand that not everything they read and see online is 
true, and that it can be tricky to distinguish between reliable and unreliable information.  

���•���‰���Œ�š���}�(���š�Z���� �^�š���š���� �>�]���Œ���Œ�Ç���‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�U���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�����o�•�}���š�}�}�l�� �‰���Œ�š���]�v������ �P�µ�]�������� �š�}�µ�Œ���}�(���š�Z���� �o�]���Œ���Œ�Ç�[�•���•���Œ�À�]�����•�� ���v����
heritage spaces. 

Here is what some of the students had to say: 

The excursion was incredibly fun and we did two 
major activities. One was a workshop on 
research skills, and the other was a scavenger 
hunt through the books. We had a tour of the 
library and got to learn lots of things. I am 
extremely grateful that I got the opportunity to 
attend and learn! 

Jasleen 56R 

The whole excursion was very fun but I think 
my favourite thing was the scavenger hunt. It 
was a very enjoyable experience.   

 

Poppy 56R 

 

The excursion to the state library was very exciting. We got to go on a tour of the library. Its 
architecture is exceedingly majestic and we got to see many historical items. We also got to do a 
scavenger hunt. It was very fun! I especially took an interest in the paintings in the hall we went 
into. I also learnt many interesting facts about the library.  

 Hans 56R 

                                 The State Library 

On April 23rd, a group of students and I visited the State Library, which is 
the biggest library in the state and the third most populated globally.  

 

�&�]�Œ�•�š�U���Á�����Á���v�š���š�}���š�Z�������Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•�����}�Œ�v���Œ���(�}�Œ���}�µ�Œ���(�]�Œ�•�š���Á�}�Œ�l�•�Z�}�‰�X���t�������]�����š�Z�Œ�������u���]�v�������š�]�À�]�š�]���•�X���&�]�Œ�•�š�U��
we unscrambled letters to spell out "PARTY,". This acronym stands for P is for Purpose - What is 
the purpose of this information? A is for Author - Who made this site? R stands for References - 
Where did the author find their information? T stands for Time - When was the information 
written?, and Y stands for You - How do you feel about the information? Do you agree or 
disagree? The PARTY test helps you ask the right questions so you find the best information. 

Then, we listened to information and had to choose which was real and which was fake. Lastly, we 
looked at websites to decide if the information was true or false.  

We also had the opportunity to visit a room with lots of art. It was surprising to find an art 
museum in the library! We looked at the artwork and shared our favourites. My favourite artwork 
�Á���•���š�Z�����Z�D���o���}�µ�Œ�v�������]�š�Ç�[���}�v���X 
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Another thing was we learned about Ned Kelly, a famous criminal. After the talk, we were free to 
explore. We saw a beautiful room that is normally a study room but people also hire to use as a 
�Á�������]�v�P���Œ�}�}�u�X���d�Z�����Z�•�Z�µ�•�Z�]�v�P�[�������•�l���Á���•���(�µ�v�U�����v�����Á�����Z�����������P�Œ�}�µ�‰���‰�Z�}�š�}���š���l���v���š�Z���Œ���X���dhe 
�Z�•�Z�µ�•�Z�]�v�P�[�������•�l���]�•�����������•�l���Á�Z���Œ�����o�}�v�P�����P�}�������‰���Œ�•�}�v���µ�•�������š�}���•�]�š���š�Z���Œ�������v�����Z�•�Z�µ�•�Z�[�����v�Ç�}�v�����Á�Z�}���u��������
a noise. It was interesting to learn about the history of the library. 

We saw many other things like marble stairs and a mini Lego city, and we didn't even explore half 
of the library. 

We completed the day by participating in a scavenger hunt, where we had to find books to 
answer the questions on the sheet. 

It was a lovely and educational day at the library! 

Jal 34E 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�^�^�Z�Z�Z�X�X�X���Y�µ�]���š���W�o�����•���J�_ 

Elly Datsopoulos 
High Abilities Practice Leader 
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Japanese 
Word of the Week 
This section introduces a Japanese phrase fortnightly. The Japanese �����‰�š���]�v�•���]�v�š�Œ�}���µ�������Z�t�}�Œ�����}�(���š�Z�����t�����l�[��
to all students at assembly every Friday. Children are encouraged to use the word/phrase as much as 
possible during the following week. Each week students who have proved they can use the word of the 
week appropriately to either the Japanese captains or Manzaki Sensei will be given a ticket and go into the 
draw to win a prize/house points. 

���Ç�����•�l�]�v�P���Ç�}�µ�Œ�����Z�]�o�����š�}���š���o�o���Ç�}�µ���š�Z�����Z�t�}�Œ�����}�(���š�Z�����t�����l�[���������Z���Á�����l�U���Ç�}�µ���v�}�š���}�v�o�Ç�����v���}�µ�Œ���P�����Z�]�u�l�Z���Œ���š�}���µ�•����
the Japanese language at home, but you also have the opportunity to learn part of the language! 

Word of the week: (ga m ba le !) �Á�Z�]���Z���u�����v�•���Z�'�}�J���'�}�J�[�U���Z���Z�����Œ���µ�‰�J�[���}�Œ���Z�'�}���(�}�Œ���]�š�J�[���d�Z�����,�}�µ�•����
Athletics/Coach Approach will be held on Tuesday, 14th May. You can cheer up your child before he/she 

goes to school or during the event by saying,  �©�ð �Í �é  (ga m ba le !) 

Mrs Manzaki 

Japanese Teacher  

 

 
 
 
   

 
 

 

 

The 2024 JAPAN FESTIVAL will be held on Sunday 19th May, at 
Box Hill Town Hall.  

There will be many performances, demonstrations of Japanese 
cultural activities (martial arts, drumming, dancing), yummy 
Japanese food, and much more!  

If you are looking to experience all things Japanese culture, it 
would be a great day out for you and your family! 

 
 
 
 

Miyuki Manzaki 
Japanese Teacher 
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Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund (CSEF) 
If you have applied for CSEF, the school has now received payment and you will have received this amount 
on your school account.  You will be able to use this amount to pay for future camps, sports and 
excursions.  You will have the option to choose CSEF credit when you pay and consent for an event through 
Compass. 
If you have NOT applied for CSEF (Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund) for 2024 and you hold a 
healthcare/concession/Centrelink card you may be eligible for the CSEF payment. 
  
Eligibility 
To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or 
non-government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

�x Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder 
of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner 
Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR 

�x Be a temporary foster parent 

If you think you may be eligible, please be sure to complete an application form (attached to the Compass 
post, or available from the school office) and email to the school or submit to the office with a copy of your 
Centrelink card (both sides of your card) as soon as possible. 

 

Library News 
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Library News 

 

May is an exciting month in the library with National Simultaneous Storytime coming up on the 22nd. All 
classes across our school will join with thousands of students at schools all around Australia to read 
�^���}�Á���Œ���]�Œ�������o�µ���•�_�����Ç�����µ�Œ�����W���Œ�l���Œ�X���d�Z�]�•�����}�}�l���]�•�����o�•�}���•�Z�}�Œ�š�o�]�•�š�������(�}�Œ���š�Z�]�•���Ç�����Œ�–�•�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•�����}�}�l���t�����l���W�]���š�µ�Œ����
Book of the Year award. 

 

We are starting to think forward to Book Week, which will be celebrated at GWSPS from the 26th to the 
30th of August due to our whole school swimming program the week before. In the lead-up to this week, 
classes will read some of the shortlisted books and vote on their favourites. The book character parade on 
Wednesday 28th is sure to be a highlight and will be followed by our book sale. 

To help our book sale, we are asking families to donate any good condition second-hand books they may 
have outgrown which are suitable for primary-aged children. These books, together with others donated by 
the school, will then be available for students to buy at the book sale for a small donation. Funds raised 
from the book sale will be used to purchase new books for our library and to support the Indigenous 
Literacy Foundation. More details about the sale will be available in Term 3. 

 

Lastly, a reminder that we have a large number of ���}�}�l�•���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����W�Œ���u�]���Œ�•�[���Z�������]�v�P��
Challenge available in our library for those students who are participating in the 
challenge. Once students have signed up, they can check the challenge booklist for 
their year level and then take a look at our online catalogue to see if we have their 
book of choice at school libib.com/u/gwsps  

Happy reading! 

  Bron Cook 
   Library & Critical 

Literacy Coordinator 

http://libib.com/u/gwsps
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            Student of the Week 

 

FL Terran C 
For his positive attitude. �d���Œ�Œ���v���}�(�š���v���•���Ç�•�W���Z�d�}�����Ç���]�•���P�}�]�v�P���š�}���������u�Ç��
�����•�š�������Ç�J�[ 

1/2C Ilyna H 
�&�}�Œ���������}�v�(�]�����v�š�����v�������Æ�‰�Œ���•�•�]�À�����}�Œ���o���‰�Œ���•���v�š���š�]�}�v���}�(���Z���Œ���Z�š�}�Ç�[���š�}���š�Z����
class. 

1/2S Agnes H 
For using great expression when presenting her engaging toy 
presentation to the class for Inquiry. 

1/2T Adrian C 
For planning and writing a creative narrative and taking pride in his 
work. 

3/4D Philip Y 
For always showing respect and displaying all the school values. Well 
done, Philip! 

3/4E Krishan K For successfully using a range of addition strategies. Well done! 

3/4T Prenjal P For being a fantastic role model for all his peers. Well done! 

3/4P George H 
For his detail and use of rich vocabulary in his information report on 
�Z�&�]�•�Z�[�X 

5/6D Alexander A For creating complex sentences using relative clauses effectively! 

5/6N Austin F 
For writing a fantastic narrative with memorable characters and a 
great plot. Well done! 

5/6R Krist C 
For being such a positive member of our class and always lifting up 
those around him. 

Critical Literacy Siddarth S 
For his enthusiasm about finding a new book series to enjoy. Happy 
reading! 

Critical Literacy Phillip L 
For being a positive member of class who is always ready to share 
thoughts and opinions. Well done! 

Japanese Araz M 
For challenging and completing important sentences during Japanese 
class. Keep up the good work, Araz! 

Japanese Austin S 
For showing a good understanding and completing his tasks during 
Japanese classes. 

Performing Arts Alexander A 
For an excellent start in rehearsals with the Musical Production main 
cast. 

Performing Arts Kaylee V 
For an excellent start in rehearsals with the Musical Production main 
cast. 

Sports Eunice S For demonstrating a fantastic triple jump technique! 

Sports Himeo H For demonstrating an excellent triple jump technique~ 

 
Want to know what is happening at GWSPS? 

Like us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/GWSPS 
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Dates to Remember 
 

Dates to Remember 

May 2024 
Friday 3rd Round 1 �t Lv 5/6 Interschool Sports 

�K�Œ�����Œ�l�‰���Ç�u���v�š���(�}�Œ���D�}�š�Z���Œ�[�•�������Ç�����}�v�µ�š�•�����µ�������Ç���ð�‰�u�X 

Wednesday 8th Lv 3/4 Science Discovery Dome Incursion 
�W���Ç�u���v�š�l���}�v�•���v�š�����µ�����(�}�Œ�����µ�•�š�Œ���o�]���[�•�����]�P�P���•�š���D�}�Œ�v�]�v�P���d����  
Payment/Consent due for Athletics Day Yr 3-6 Sausage Sizzle 

Thursday 9th �D�}�š�Z���Œ�[�•�������Ç���^�š���o�o 

Friday  10th District Cross Country (selected students) 
�D�}�š�Z���Œ�[�•�������Ç���u�}�Œ�v�]�v�P���ô�X�ð�ñ-9.30am 

Tuesday 14th House Athletics Lv 3-6 / Coach Approach Lv F-2 

Wednesday 15th Education Week Celebration Day 
���µ�•�š�Œ���o�]���[�•�����]�P�P���•�š���D�}�Œ�v�]�v�P���d������ 

Friday 17th Round 2 -  Lv 5/6 Interschool Sports 

Wednesday 29th Division Cross Country (selected students) 

Friday 31st Round 3 �t Lv 5/6 Interschool Sports 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
  
  


