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Dear Parents 
 
We hope this handbook provides you with useful information about our school. 
 
Our school staff shares with you a joint responsibility in helping your child develop his or 
her talents and abilities to the fullest possible extent. 
 
It is essential that there be open communication and co-operation between home and 
school so that our aim may be realised.   
 
As a parent you can share in your child’s educational development by taking an interest 
in work brought home, encouraging reading (both to, and with your child), an interest in 
books and participating in classroom program and special events as well as attending 
meetings with teachers on both formal and informal occasions. 
 
It is our aim to develop a school at which your child will feel welcome and happy whilst 
also acquiring the skills and knowledge required to equip him/her for life. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Karen Patten 
Principal 
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 
 
 
TERM 1 Monday  2nd February Friday 3rd April 

TERM 2 Monday 20th April Friday 26th June 

TERM 3 Monday 13th July Friday 18th September 

TERM 4 Monday 5th October Friday 18th December 

 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
 
 
Monday   26th January   Australia Day 

Monday   9th March   Labour Day 

Friday   10th April   Good Friday 

Monday   13th April   Easter Monday 

Saturday   25th April   Anzac Day 

Monday   8th June   Queen’s Birthday 

Tuesday   3rd November   Melbourne Cup Day 

Friday   25th December  Christmas Day 

Saturday   26th December  Boxing Day 

 
Contact Glen Waverley South Primary School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visitors to the school, who are rostered to assist with timetabled class activities, must call in at 
the office to collect an official visitors’ identification card. 
 
School tours are always welcome and can be arranged by contacting the School Office on (03) 
9560 6371 between 8:30 am and 4:00 pm. 

Location: Whites Lane, 
 Glen Waverley 3150 
 (Melawi Map 71 D7) 
  
Telephone:  (03) 9560 6371 
Facsimile: (03) 9561 5448 
E-mail Address: glen.waverley.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Website: www. gwsps.vic.edu.au 
  
Principal:  Mrs Karen Patten 
Assistant Principal: Mr Matthew Coney 
Business Manager: Mrs Rhonda Dare 
School Council President: Mr Danny Hovenden 
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STAFF 

 
PRINCIPAL STAFF 
1. Karen Patten Principal 
2. Matthew Coney Assistant Principal 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
3. Danny Hovenden School Council President 
SPECIALISTS 
4. Angie Oh LOTE  
5. Liz Shea Visual Arts 
6. Mitch Lefevre Physical Education 
7. Lisa Travers Performing Arts 
8. Sue White Reading Recovery 
9. Wendy Burns Reading Recovery / ESL 
LEVEL 4 
10. Lewis Vincent 5V 
11. Stacey Honore 5/6 L  
12. Sue Hodgson 5/6S 
13. Helga Hendry 5/6H 
14. Bronwyn Cook 5/6C 
15. Lauren Foster 6F 
LEVEL 3 
16. Matt Ruuska / Lisa Travers 3RT 
17. Alana Wood 3/4W 
18. Suyin Anson 3/4A 
19. Leigh Sawyer 3/4S 
20. Debbie Dimas 4D 
LEVEL 2 
21. Jacqui McIntosh / Ely Datsopoulos 1M 
22. Veronica Lawrence 1/2L 
23. Rosemary McDonald 1/2R 
24. Claire Knights 2K 
LEVEL 1 
25. Kylie Harris Prep H 
26. Trudy Martin Prep M 
27. Julia Rankine Prep R 

 
School Support Staff 

Rhonda Dare Business Manager Karen Young OSH Manager 

Carole Willing Student Administrator Jenny Dealy OSH 

Brenda Veitch Library Assistant Laurel Muir OSH 

Vicky Goldsworthy Integration Aide Fiona Whelan OSH 

Van Dao IT Tech Michelle Comely Chaplain 

Fiona Leister Canteen Maria Varelias Guidance Counsellor 

Julie Taggart Canteen Leanne Pollock Speech Therapist 

Ted Lorenz Handyman Melenie and Tilan Bertram’s Cleaners 
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SCHOOL STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
The school strategic plan outlines the goals and priorities of our school for the period 2009 – 2012.  The 
school community is working hard to implement strategies to achieve these goals and to fulfil our vision.  
Our primary goal is to provide an excellent education for every student.  To do this we will evaluate our 
progress to date and plan a strategy that is critical to our school’s continued success. 
 
Purpose 
Glen Waverley South Primary School’s purpose and vision is “to build and sustain a learning community 
where everyone continually learns and grows”. 
 
Glen Waverley South Primary School is committed to providing a safe, supportive and nurturing 
environment in which diversity is valued. Our school community will teach students many things about 
life to enable them to enter and participate effectively in society through:  
·  Encouraging students to reach their academic, social, emotional and physical potential; 
·  Providing an innovative, challenging and inclusive curriculum; 
·  Promoting a culture of excellence 
·  Acknowledging and celebrating individual achievements; 
·  Instilling knowledge, values, beliefs and teaching the ‘essential’  skills to become lifelong learners; 

and 
·  Developing resilience in students to enable them to lead healthy and well-balanced lives.  

 
VALUES 
The following values, agreed to by the whole school community, underpin the vision of Glen Waverley 
South Primary School community: 
·  Respect 
·  Honesty 
·  Caring  
·  Integrity 

 
These values are further defined in the Staff, Community and Student Codes of Practice. 
 
Glen Waverley South Primary School’s Learning Community is committed to the improvement and 
enhancement of student learning in order to equip students for the future. All members of the school 
community, students, staff and parents, are open and committed to the shared vision of ongoing learning 
and continuous development in the provision of best educational practice. GWSPS learning community 
model, will be characterised by: 
 
A culture of: 
�  Lifelong and self driven learning; 
�  Commitment to personal growth, shared vision and team learning; 
�  Assisting all students to embrace learning; 
�  Excellence; and� 
�  Connectedness through strong partnerships� 

 
Vision 
 
Glen Waverley South Primary School is committed to providing, a safe, supportive and nurturing 
environment in which diversity is valued.  Our school community will teach students many things about 
life to enable them to enter and participate effectively in society through: 

·  Encouraging students to reach their academic, social, emotional and physical potential 
·  Providing an innovative, challenging and inclusive curriculum 
·  Promoting a culture of excellence 
·  Acknowledging and celebrating individual achievements 
·  Instilling knowledge, values, beliefs and teaching the ‘essential’ skills to become life-long learners 
·  Developing resilience in students to enable them to leas healthy and well-balanced lives. 
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Our Learning Community 
 
Glen Waverley South Primary School’s Learning Community is committed to the improvement and 
enhancement of students learning in order to equip them for the future. All members of the school 
community, students, staff and parents, are open and committed to the shred vision of ongoing learning 
and continuous development in the provision of best educational practice.  Our learning community 
model will be characterised by: 

·  Life long and self driven learning 
·  Commitment to personal growth, shred vision and team learning 
·  Assisting all students to embrace learning 
·  Excellence 
·  Connectedness through strong partnerships 
 

An exemplary Learning and Teaching Program that facilitates: 
·  Achievement of academic, social, emotional and physical potential 
·  A learning environment where students are highly engaged and motivated 
·  An inclusive, innovative and challenging curriculum 
·  A curriculum deign which caters for individual learning needs 
 

A learning environment that: 
·  Equips students with skills and knowledge to cope successfully beyond primary school in an 

ever-changing world 
·  Provides equal opportunities and values diversity 
·  Develops knowledge and values 
·  Is positive, safe, supportive and cooperative 

 
Our “Learning Community Model” is an evolving process that is continually maturing and increasing in its 
effectiveness. The school is committed to developing an undertaking among school community 
members of their role and responsibility in nurturing the school as a learning community to enhance 
student development. The following characteristics underpin our school’s learning community : 

�  A clear sense of shared purpose;  
�  Challenging, shared objectives;  
�  Clearly understood decision making processes;  
�  High value placed on each and every team member; 
�  Risk tolerant and openness to change;  
�  High levels of trust;  
�  Shared leadership; and 
�  Commitment to collective responsibility for student learning.  
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Strategic intent 
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Student Pathways & Transition 
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   A detailed copy of our School’s Strategic Plan this can be downloaded from our school website. 
   
    http://www.gwsps.vic.edu.au/ 
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SCHOOL ROUTINE  
 

School Hours 
 

MORNING SESSION 9:00 am - 11:00 am 

RECESS TIME 11:00 am - 11:30 am 

MIDDLE SESSION 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

LUNCH TIME 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

AFTERNOON SESSION 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm 

 

Wet Weather Days  
 
ALL PUPILS remain in their classroom if it is raining during recess times until weather clears and it is  
possible to go outside. Rooms are supervised while children are inside.  
 
Children should have raincoats and suitable footwear. During the rainy season, students are  
encouraged to wear slippers whilst indoors.  
 

Hot Weather Days  
 
A Hot Weather Timetable is put in place when the forecast temperature of the day is 35 degrees or more.  
 

CLASS TIME 9.00 am - 11.00 am  

PLAY TIME 11.00 am - 11.50 am 

CLASS TIME 11.50 am - 1.20 pm  

LUNCH EATEN INSIDE 1.20 pm - 1.30 pm  

PLAY TIME 1.30 pm - 2.00 pm  

CLASS TIME 2.00 pm  - 3.30 pm 

 
Recess (Play Lunch) 

 
Young children use up a lot of energy at school, and need a mid-morning snack to keep them going. A separately 
packed piece of fruit for morning recess is a good idea for inclusion in your child's lunch box.  
 
At Pre-School the children had fruit for their morning break, and we plan to continue this healthy practice.  
 
At 10:00am each day the children in Prep to Year 2 have a 5 minute break to eat 'Brain Food' (bite size pieces of 
fruit/ vegetable).  
 

Lunch 
 
Lunches are eaten in the classrooms from 1:00pm to 1:10 pm and the Class Teacher supervises this period. The 
school Canteen is open EVERY DAY.  Orders are placed in classroom boxes and collected by students from each 
class.  Parents ordering lunches are requested to write the order on a suitable sized brown paper bag  
  
 e.g.  Name, Grade, Room Number and Order 
  (Correct money should be placed inside the bag) 
 
When children bring a cut lunch from home, please ensure the lunch bag or container is clearly labelled. 
Wholemeal bread, salads, cheese and fruit are preferable to biscuits and sweets.  
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Punctuality 
 
Regular and punctual attendance is expected to be encouraged.   
Children are expected to be at school by 8.50am.   
 
Late Arrivals 
 
If you are late arriving at school your child must be signed in at the Office and brought to class 
by an adult.  If your child is unable to attend school for any reason a note explaining the 
absence should be given to the class teacher. 
 
Early Dismissal 
 
If your child needs to leave during school hours (eg. Dentist, Doctor) please send a written 
request to the teacher stating the time you will collect your child from the classroom. It is our 
policy not to permit children to leave the school grounds alone during school hours. The Sign-
Out Book must be signed at the office. 
 
Dismissal Arrangements 
 
Please arrange for yourself or an authorised adult to be on time to collect your child.  
Young children can easily become distressed if their parent is delayed. 
 
A phone call should be made to the school if for any reason you are delayed. 
 
Parent - Teacher Co-Operation / Communication  
 
From the outset we would like you to be aware of our desire to work in co-operation with you, so 
that together we can do everything possible to make your child's school days happy and 
successful.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss matters concerning your child. We do request 
that if you wish to have an interview with your child's teacher, you should first contact the 
Principal or Assistant Principal so that a suitable appointment may be arranged.  
 
You are invited to telephone the school at any time to discuss any concerns.  
Interviews and Reports  
 
Formal interviews are arranged, but should you wish to see the class teacher at some other 
time you may telephone so that a mutually convenient time can be arranged. Reports are sent 
home twice yearly. Information nights are held early in the school year. These give a general 
overview of the curriculum.  
 
Newsletter 
 
The school newsletter is distributed each Thursday to every family via the eldest child. The 
newsletter contains information relating to school management, a calendar of coming events 
and activities, School Council reports, requests for assistance and a section for advertising.  
 
Addresses and Telephone Numbers  
Private and business numbers are required so that parents can be notified in case of illness or 
accident.  
Parents are requested to leave an EMERGENCY phone number and address (friend or relative) 
in case direct contact cannot be made.  
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THE SCHOOL SHOULD BE NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY 

OF ANY CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR TELEPHONE NUMBERS . 
 
In the case of separated parents, unless a custody order is produced, the school regards the 
parent with whom the child lives as the legitimate guardian and cannot release a child into the 
care of the other parent. It is advisable to discuss these situations with the Principal before any 
problems arise.  
 
Lost Property  
 
Every year, a large volume of jumpers, coats, tops, etc. find their way into Lost Property. To 
help alleviate the problem, please CLEARLY NAME in permanent ink all belongings that are 
brought to school.  
All lost articles are placed inside a basket in the Junior and Senior Buildings.  

 
Car Parking  
 
Please DO NOT drive into the school ground. The car park is reserved for teachers only. 
Parking is available outside the school.  
 
There is a two minute drop off point at the front of the school for parents. These restrictions are 
between 8.30 and 9.00 am and between 3.00 and 4.00 pm.  
 
Visitors to School  
 
Parents visiting the school are asked to contact the Principal or Assistant Principal, in order that 
classes may function with a minimum of interruption.  
 
All visitors, including parents who are assisting in the classroom, MUST sign the Visitor’s Book 
and collect a Visitor's Badge at the front office before coming into the school buildings. If you 
are not wearing a visitor's badge you may be asked to leave the school.  
 
School Excursions  
 
From time to time your child will be asked to attend educational excursions arranged by 
teachers.  
 
First hand experiences are part of a vital education program. To participate in these group 
outings is a valuable aspect of a child's social development.  
 
Supervision will be provided by staff according to Department of Education Regulations, 
however we often ask parents to accompany us and assist on these excursions.  
 
It is School Policy not to take younger pre-school age children on such excursions.  
 
When an excursion has been planned for your child's grade, you will be notified in writing and 
must return the signed consent form before your child may participate.  
 
When sending money to school, please make sure it is carefully sealed in an envelope and 
clearly labelled with the child's name. e.g. Name, Grade, Amount and Purpose of Payment.  
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School Books and Requisites  
 
The State Government grants a fixed allowance to meet part of the costs of classroom supplies. 
However, this allowance does not cover the costs of student's requirements, or the 
development of the school's resources. Additional costs must be met by the co-operation of the 
community. 
 
The School Council annually reviews the amount necessary for voluntary parent contribution, 
advising parents of the fees required for the oncoming year as early as possible 
 
Sun Smart Policy  
 
Our school is Sun Smart and students are encouraged to be protected from skin damage by 
wearing school approved sunhats which protect the face, neck and ears. This is particularly 
encouraged between December and April when the school has a policy of "NO HAT - NO 
PLAY". Those students not wearing a hat at this time will sit in a designated shaded area.  
 
Home Routine  
 
A good night's sleep is extremely important, please try and keep your child to a regular bedtime. 
A good beginning to a school day can be helped by having a nutritious breakfast eaten in a 
relaxed atmosphere.  

 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 
The School Council extends a welcome to all new parents of Glen Waverley South Primary 
School.  
 
The School Council has a most important role to play in the effective functioning of the school. It 
not only gives parents an official voice on school matters, but it has joint responsibility with the 
school for administering Government grants, maintenance of buildings and grounds and the 
purchases of school equipment. Government legislation concerning School Councils has given 
increased responsibilities and powers to the local school body.  
 
Members of the Glen Waverley South School Council are committed to maintaining and 
improving school facilities. This can only be achieved with the support and help of the wider 
school community.  
 
YOUR INPUT IS VITAL 
 
School Council Meetings are held at least 8 times per year in the Staffroom, commencing at 
7.00 pm.  
 
School Council dates are detailed in the School Newsletter.  
 
OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CHILD CARE PROGRAM 
 
Glen Waverley South Primary School operates a well established Out of School Hours 
Program. We have 3 services operating – Before School Care, After School Care and a 
Vacation Care Program. These programs are fully accredited with the National Child Care 
Accreditation Council and are registered with the Family Assistance Office for families to 
receive Child Care Benefit.  
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O.S.H. (continued) 
 
The program provides affordable, quality child care and recreational activities to local primary 
school age children in a safe, relaxed, caring and well supervised environment.  
 
The program operates between 7.00am and 8.45am and 3.30pm and 6.00pm on School days 
and on Pupil Free days between 7.00am and 6.00pm. The Vacation Care Program operates   
from 7.30am -6.00pm.  
 
More detailed information regarding the program is contained in a special information booklet 
which is obtainable from the OSH Coordinator.   
 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 
 

SUMMER Dress School Check 
 Shorts Navy – long line 
 Short sleeved polo shirt Navy with gold trim 
 Hat Broad brimmed or Legionnaire 
 Rugby Windcheater Navy with School Logo 
 Hooded Windcheater Navy with School Logo 
 Socks White or Navy 
 Shoes Black 
 Bomber jacket (from 

Term two, 2009) 
Navy with School Logo 

   
WINTER Tunic School tartan 
 Skivvy Navy 
 Track Pants Navy 
 Rugby Windcheater Navy with School Logo 
 Hooded Windcheater Navy with School Logo 
 Socks White or Navy 
 Shoes Black 
 Bomber jacket (from 

Term two, 2009) 
Navy with School Logo 

 
All children are expected to wear school uniform and must wear a school hat and sunscreen lotion between 
December and April. You may send sunscreen lotion to school for your child 
 
School uniform can be purchased from: 

PSW (Primary School Wear) (or online at www.psw.com.au/) 
314 Stephenson’s Road 
Mount Waverley Vic 3149 
Tel: (03) 9809-5477 
Monday - Friday: 8:30am - 5:00pm 
Saturday: 9:00am - 5:00pm 

 
Second Hand Uniforms are sold at school.  Notification of opening times will be in the 
newsletter. 
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STUDENT WELLBEING  
 
Glen Waverley South provides an environment that encourages students to learn and equips 
them with skills and knowledge to cope successfully beyond primary school. Children learn best 
when they feel safe, connected and happy. Our programs are proactive and preventative. A 
sense of belonging and pride is fostered in many ways. 
These programs include:  

�  House System  
�  You Can Do It Program  
�  Buddy System  
�  Student Leadership Program  
�  Competent Communicator's Course  

 
House System 
 
All students are placed in houses for events like Twilight Sports and House Athletics.   These 
together with the weekly house points foster a sense of belonging and connectedness.  
The houses have been named after Australian Sportspeople, Bradman, Cuthbert, Goolagong 
and Landy.  
 
You Can Do It 
 
The You Can Do It Program provides students from Prep to Year 6 with the foundations for 
achievement and socio-emotional-behavioural well-being. The program achieves this through a 
structured program of explicit instruction in five important foundations: Confidence, Persistence, 
Getting Along, Organisation and Resilience.  
 
The program provides parents with information on how they can support their children's 
achievements.  
 
There are activities which the students can do with their parents at home. Please take the time 
to talk to your child about the activity in a positive way. 
 
Buddy System  
 
Grade 5 and 6 students in the school are linked to Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 students. This is a 
peer support program and provides opportunities for the Grade 5 and 6 students to develop 
responsibility. 
 
Student Leadership  
 
The students have responsibility for many aspects of the school life. Students are given the 
opportunity of having a meaningful say in events at school by way of a very active Junior School 
Council. Training is provided through our leadership training course. School Captains and 
House Captains attend a leadership training seminar.  
 
Competent Communicators 
 
The Competent Communicators Program is designed to enable all students to increase their 
confidence through public speaking. All students in Level 4 participate in this program every 
second year.  
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EXTENDED LEARNING 
 
Class Programs  
 
Our programs are targeted to enhance the academic, social and emotional developments of our 
students based on comprehensive assessment programs which inform the learning and 
teaching programs.  
 
Competitions  
 
Various programs outside the normal classroom activities cater for the needs of students with 
special abilities and/or students that require extension. These programs include extension 
maths classes before school, participation in challenging competitions and programs e.g. 
Gateways Program, Australian Schools' Competitions, Art competitions, Poetry competitions 
and various sports competitions.  
 
Lunch time Clubs 
 
Lunch time clubs include chess, choir and dance classes. The library is also opened one day a 
week for students to pursue reading, games or ICT. 
 
Tutor Music Program 
 
Students can learn to play violin, keyboard, guitar and piano. Tuition is offered by expert tutors. 
 
School Musical  
 
A school musical is produced every second year. 
 
Christian Religious Education  
 
The Christian Religious Education Program is a carefully balanced program formulated by the 
Council for Christian Education in Schools (CCES) that allows the children to explore in a very 
interactive way, the values and stories of the Jewish/Christian religion. In addition, the program 
promotes, amongst other things, the development of:  

o A positive attitude to themselves as growing persons 
o The ability to express and discuss their thoughts and ideas 
o Respect for those who choose to hold beliefs different to their own 
o The ability to cooperate and to work with others,  
o Student awareness of the spiritual and the sacred.  

 
If you have children that are new to the school, or you wish your child to no longer participate in 
the CRE, please inform the school in writing. 
 
Australian Schools Competitions (Years 3-6) 
 
Our School participates in the International Competitions for Assessment for Schools organised 
by the University of NSW. Students are encouraged to participate in these tests. Students 
whose parents have the school fees for Essential Educational Items will sit for the English and 
Mathematics tests.  
Teachers will use the results and analysis of these tests as part of a range of strategies to 
assess student's skills, knowledge and progress.  
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ESL (English as a Second Language) 
 
As part of our new Charter we have developed a whole school approach that will meet the 
educational needs of an increasing number of students whose first language is not English.  
 
Timetabling allows for Mrs. Hodgson and Mrs. Burns to provide support for language and 
literacy development, either within the classroom, or with students with similar needs.  
 
All classroom teachers are aware of the special needs of ESL students, and employ strategies 
aimed at developing a level of competency and confidence in using English that allows them, in 
time, to fully participate in social and school activities.  
 
DISCIPLINE 
 
Education cannot take place without order in the classroom and the school grounds. Glen 
Waverley South Primary School follows the Assertive Discipline Program. The program 
emphasises positive behaviour and the rights and responsibilities of students, teachers and 
parents. It encourages the use of positive reinforcement and places importance on self 
discipline, self responsibility and self esteem. The program proposes school rules which need to 
be followed and suggests appropriate consequences if they are not.  
 

Summary of programs and strategies 
 
Primary Prevention 

�  Educational Program that caters for students at risk and students that require extension 
(Individual Learning Plans). 

�  Building positive relationships between staff, students and parents 
�  You Can Do It Program 
�  Health Education Program 
�  Multicultural Program 
�  Bully Busters 
�  Student Code of Conduct 
�  Parent Information sessions/interviews 
�  Protective Behaviours 
�  Student Leadership Training 

 
Early Intervention 

�  Identifying Students at risk  
�  Counselling sessions (School Guidance Officer) 
�  Parent Teacher Interviews  
�  Program Support Group Meetings  

 
Intervention  

�  Assertive Discipline Policy  
�  Rethink Notices  
�  Individual Student Behaviour Modification Plan 
�  Counselling sessions (School Guidance Officer) 
�  Parent Teacher Interviews  
�  Program Support Group Meetings Links with Outside agencies 
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CURRICULUM SUPPORT AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 
 
Cultural and Educational Enhancement 

�  Reading Recovery  Grade 1 
�  Enrichment programs  Grade 5 and 6 
�  Computer skills  Grade Prep - 6 
�  Special Events Week (Arbour, Book and Science Weeks)  
�  Mathematics; Science; English; Computer Studies Competitions;  
�  Extended learning programs eg Challenging Mathematics Classes  
�  Extended Literacy Programs  Grade 3 - 6  

 
Leadership and Decision Making 

�  Junior School Council Grade Prep  - 6  
�  School & House Captains and Vice-Captains  Grade 6 
�  Specialist Area Captains  Grade 6 
�  Student Administration Monitors  Grade 6 
�  Leadership Program   
�  WorkSafe for Kids Club  
�  Environmental Club 

 
Religious Education  

�  Christian Religious Education Lessons  
�  Christmas and Easter Church Services  

 
Social Service  

�  Ongoing fundraising activities organised by the Junior School Council to donate to 
designated causes (Legacy, R.S.L.,S.I.D.S)  

 
Pastoral Care and Counselling 

�  School Chaplain  
�  Speech Pathologists 
�  Guidance Counsellor  

 
Camps, Excursions and Incursions 

�  Over-night camps        Grade 3  -  6 
�  Educational enrichment excursions      Grade Prep  -  6 
�  Visiting performers and speakers      Grade Prep  -  6 

 
DENTAL HEALTH SERVICES  
 
Dental Health Services (School Dental Service) is a service for Primary School children and is 
staffed by Dental Therapists, more complex care is performed by dentists. Parents may be 
liable for some fees.  
 
Great importance is attached to the prevention of Dental disease through preventive 
procedures, education and promotion to motivate parents, children and the community.  
 
Forms for this service are available at the school office. Further information is available from the 
School Dental Services on 1300 360 054  
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SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE 
 
School Nursing staff conduct health examinations of all Prep children. Any children with noted 
health problems are reviewed annually.  
All children starting school at Prep level need to have a School Entry Immunisation Certificate. 
  
Sickness 
 
Regular attendance at school promotes security, social adjustment and the development of 
independence. Reasons for absence should be sent to the class teacher by note. Please only 
telephone the school if the matter is urgent.  
In your own interest do not send your child to school if he/she is sick.  
Teachers cannot accept the responsibility for giving medication or for reminding children to take 
medicine.  
 
Special cases should be referred to the Principal . 
 
Should your child become ill or meet with an accident at school, you will be notified. 
 

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBER AND D OCTOR'S TELEPHONE 
NUMBER ARE ENTERED CORRECTLY ON YOUR CHILD'S ENROLM ENT CARD. 

 
Generally, a child should not return to school after a long illness until advised by a Doctor.  
 
Head lice  
 
It is advisable to check your child's hair once a week. The eggs are white, are attached to the 
hair and are difficult to remove. Lotions can be obtained free of charge from the Health 
Department of the Local Council or purchased from the Chemist.  
 
A Permission Form for nominated school staff, or the Monash City Council Nurse, to check your 
child/ren's hair, must be completed.  
 
If a child has head lice, treatment must have been commenced before they return to school.  
 
Information about treating and controlling head lice can be obtained from 
www.dhs.vic.gov.au/phd/headlice/index.htm 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN SCHOOLS 
 
Exclusions from School 
 
Minimum period of exclusion from schools and children's services centres for infectious 
diseases cases and contacts  
The following table indicates the minimum period of exclusion from schools and children’s 
service centres required for infectious diseases cases and contacts as prescribed under 
Regulations 13 and 14 of the Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations 2001 — Schedule 6. In 
this Schedule 'medical certificate' means a certificate of a registered medical practitioner.  
 

Conditions  Exclusion of cases  Exclusion of contacts  
Amoebiasis (Entamoeba 

histolytica)  
Exclude until diarrhoea has ceased  Not excluded  

Campylobacter  Exclude until diarrhoea has ceased  Not excluded  
Chicken pox  Exclude until fully recovered or for at 

least 5 days after the eruption first 
appears. Note that some remaining 
scabs are not a reason for continued 
exclusion  

Any child with an immune 
deficiency (for example, 
leukaemia) or receiving 
chemotherapy should be 
excluded for their own 
protection. Otherwise not 
excluded  

Conjunctivitis  Exclude until discharge from eyes 
has ceased  

Not excluded  

Diarrhoea  Exclude until diarrhoea has ceased 
or until medical certificate of recovery 
is produced  

Not excluded  

Diphtheria  Exclude until medical certificate of 
recovery is received following at least 
two negative throat swabs, the first 
not less than 24 hours after finishing 
a course of antibiotics and the other 
48 hours later  

Exclude family/household 
contacts until cleared to 
return by the Secretary  

Haemophilus type b (Hib)  Exclude until medical certificate of 
recovery is received  

Not excluded  

Hand, Foot and Mouth 
disease  

Until all blisters have dried  Not excluded  

Hepatitis A  Exclude until a medical certificate of 
recovery is received, but not before 7 
days after the onset of jaundice or 
illness  

Not excluded  

Herpes ('cold sores')  Young children unable to comply with 
good hygiene practices should be 
excluded while the lesion is weeping. 
Lesions to be covered by dressing, 
where possible  

Not excluded  

Human immuno-
deficiency virus infection 
(HIV/AIDS)  

Exclusion is not necessary unless the 
child has a secondary infection  

Not excluded  

Impetigo  Exclude until appropriate treatment 
has commenced. Sores on exposed 
surfaces must be covered with a 
watertight dressing  

Not excluded  

Influenza and influenza 
like illnesses  

Exclude until well  Not excluded unless 
considered necessary by 
the Secretary  

Leprosy  Exclude until approval to return has 
been given by the Secretary  

Not excluded  
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Conditions  Exclusion of cases  Exclusion of contacts  
Measles  Exclude for at least 4 days after 

onset of rash  
Immunised contacts not 
excluded. Unimmunised 
contacts should be 
excluded until 14 days 
after the first day of 
appearance of rash in the 
last case. If unimmunised 
contacts are vaccinated 
within 72 hours of their first 
contact with the first case 
they may return to school  

Meningitis (bacteria)  Exclude until well  Not excluded  
Meningococcal infection  Exclude until adequate carrier 

eradication therapy has been 
completed  

Not excluded if receiving 
carrier eradication therapy  

Mumps  Exclude for 9 days or until swelling 
goes down (whichever is sooner)  

Not excluded  

Poliomyelitis  Exclude for at least 14 days from 
onset. Re-admit after receiving 
medical certificate of recovery  

Not excluded  

Ringworm, scabies, 
pediculosis (head lice)  

Re-admit the day after appropriate 
treatment has commenced  

Not excluded  

Rubella (german 
measles)  

Exclude until fully recovered or for at 
least four days after the onset of rash  

Not excluded  

Salmonella, Shigella  Exclude until diarrhoea ceases  Not excluded  
Severe Acute Respiratory 

Syndrome (SARS)  
Exclude until medical certificate of 
recovery is produced  

Not excluded unless 
considered necessary by 
the Secretary  

Streptococcal infection 
(including scarlet fever)  

Exclude until the child has received 
antibiotic treatment for at least 24 
hours and the child feels well  

Not excluded  

Trachoma  Re-admit the day after appropriate 
treatment has commenced  

Not excluded  

Tuberculosis  Exclude until receipt of a medical 
certificate from the treating physician 
stating that the child is not 
considered to be infectious  

Not excluded  

Typhoid fever (including 
paratyphoid fever)  

Exclude until approval to return has 
been given by the Secretary  

Not excluded unless 
considered necessary by 
the Secretary  

Verotoxin producing 
Escherichia coli (VTEC)  

Exclude if required by the Secretary 
and only for the period specified by 
the Secretary  

Not excluded  

Whooping cough  Exclude the child for 5 days after 
starting antibiotic treatment  

Exclude unimmunised 
household contacts aged 
less than 7 years and 
close child care contacts 
for 14 days after the last 
exposure to infection or 
until they have taken 5 
days of a 10 day course of 
antibiotics  

Worms (Intestinal)  Exclude if diarrhoea present  Not excluded  

 

Exclusion of cases and contacts is NOT required for Cytomegalovirus Infection, Glandular fever 
(mononucleosis), Hepatitis B or C, Hookworm, Cytomegalovirus Infection, Molluscum 
contagiosum, or, Parvovirus (erythema infectiosum fifth disease). Published by the 
Communicable Disease Prevention and Control Unit, Victorian Government Department of 
Human Services - September 2008  
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STUDENT LEARNING  
Glen Waverley South Primary School offers a comprehensive, innovative and flexible 
curriculum based on the three strands of the Victorian Essential Learning Standards.  
The curriculum is regularly reviewed and improved. Specialist teachers provide instruction and 
enrichment in the areas of Visual Arts, Performing Arts, LOTE, Physical Education and Sport. 
Class teachers deliver integrated curriculum programs which place firm emphasis on Literacy 
and Numeracy skills.  
 

ESSENTIAL LEARNING STANDARDS  
Within each strand of learning, the essential knowledge, skills and behaviours are organised 
into domains with further divisions into dimensions. Standards are written for each dimension. 
The relationship between the strands, domains and dimensions is shown below.  
 

Strand Domains Dimensions 
Physical, Personal 
and Social Learning 

Health and Physical 
Education 

Movement and physical activity 
Health knowledge and promotion 

Interpersonal 
Development 

Building social relationships 
Working in teams 

Personal Learning The individual learner 
Managing personal learning 

Civics and Citizenship 
Civic knowledge and understanding 
Community engagement 

Discipline -based 
Learning The Arts Creating and making 

Exploring and responding 

English 
Reading 
Writing 
Speaking and listening 

Humanities (Economics) 

Economic knowledge and 
understanding 
Economic reasoning and 
interpretation 

Humanities (Geography) 
Geographical knowledge and 
understanding 
Geospatial skills 

Humanities (History) 

Historical knowledge and 
understanding 
Historical reasoning and 
interpretation 

Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE) 

Communicating in a LOTE 
Intercultural knowledge and language 
awareness 

Mathematics 

Number 
Space 
Measurement, chance and data 
Structure 
Working mathematically 

Science 
Science knowledge and 
understanding 
Science at work 

Interdisciplinary 
Learning Communication 

Listening, viewing and responding 
Presenting 

Design, Creativity and 
Technology 

Investigating and design 
Producing 
Analysing and evaluating 

Information and 
Communications 
Technology (ICT) 

ICT for Visualising thinking 
ICT for Creating 
ICT for Communicating 

Thinking 

Reasoning, processing and inquiry 
Creativity 
Reflection, evaluation and 
metacognition 
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Stages of Learning  
 
Grade Prep to 4 - Laying the foundations  
 
In these years the curriculum focuses on developing the fundamental knowledge, skills and 
behaviours in literacy and numeracy and other areas including physical and social capacities, 
which underpin all future learning.  
 
Grade 5 to 8 - Building breadth and depth  
 
In these years students' progress beyond the foundations and their literacy and numeracy 
becomes more developed. An expanded curriculum program provides the basis for in depth 
learning within all domains in the strands.  
 

ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING  
 
Glen Waverley South Primary School follows the directions from the Education Department on 
the guidelines for the New Student Report Cards. The new report aims to provide parents with 
clearer, more comprehensive and more consistent information about their child's progress in 
Years Prep to 6, as well as suggestions on how they can best support their child's learning and 
how the school will support their child's learning.  
 
The Student Report Card will include reporting in all domains according to the Level guidelines.  
 
Assessment Tasks 
 
An assessment task is a learning process. Most assessment tasks will be done at school. On 
occasions students may be asked to gather information from home. Some of these listed skills 
are difficult skills that take time to develop. Parents can help by assisting their children in 
developing the following skills:  
 
Research skills - where to find information  

·  going to the local library  
·  how to look up relevant information in encyclopaedias, dictionaries etc  
·  using an index  
·  interviewing people  
·  using the Internet wisely 
·  taking notes about the relevant topic. Each task will have focus questions to guide 

reading and research.  
 
Parents are asked to encourage children to plan their time and not leaving everything to the last 
minute.  
 
Assistance and guidance may be given by parents or teachers as needed, but independence is 
encouraged.  
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NAPLAN TESTING (YEARS 3 AND 5) 
 
Assessed Task: 

�  Mathematics 
�  Reading 
�  Spelling 
�  Writing 
�  Information will be sent home to parents in Term 2 and results and analysis will be sent 

home later in the year. 
 
INTEGRATED STUDIES  
 
Our integrated units of work provide opportunities for our students to develop and apply 
understandings about their world. This integrated approach to curriculum allows our students to 
follow an inquiry approach where they explore, gather, process, refine, present and reflect on 
information and reflect. This assists them to develop their ideas about the way the world works.  
 
Our inquiry units promote our students to:  

o Think critically  
o Foster the desire to find out  
o Be independent  
o Develop mutual respect  
o Develop co-operative work skills  
o Relate knowledge to real life contexts  
o Understand transferable concepts  
o Problem solve  
o Explore values and attitudes  
o Knowledge and information is growing at an ever increasing rate. Students need to know 

how to find out and learn independently.  
 
Knowledge and information is growing at an ever increasing rate. Students need to know how to 
find out and learn independently.  
 
THE LEARNING HOW TO LEARN PROGRAM  
 
The major focus of the program is to work with the students in all classes to establish a strong 
purpose for their learning and the commitment to work together to build a happy, safe, 
productive classroom and school. Through a variety of activities students and teachers work 
together to build happy positive relationships, establish class and personal goals, build skills in 
thinking and learning, participate in group decision making and design and build a learning plan 
for their class.  
 
The activities and learning experiences contribute to a class community through the use of 
ethics, principles, processes and practices, built during these first days of the school year. It will 
improve and sustain the learning community throughout the year.  
 
MULTI-AGE CLASSES 
 
Multi-age classes take the focus off meeting the needs of the whole  group of students and 
instead meet the needs of each individual  student.  
 
In a multi-age class, students are encouraged not to view their successes by how well they 
compare to others in their class but each student will learn to focus on his or her personal 
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progress and concentrate on doing their best. They build on what they already know and 
challenge themselves by taking the next step in their learning.  
 
HOMEWORK  
 
Homework is set in line with the Department of Education guidelines.  
 
Homework Guidelines  
 
The Homework Guidelines have been developed by the Department with the assistance of 
parents, teachers and students in primary and secondary schools in Victoria. The Guidelines 
provide a framework to help schools engage their communities when reviewing their existing 
homework policies.  
 
Homework Habits  
 
Homework helps students by complementing and reinforcing classroom learning, fostering good 
lifelong learning and study habits, and providing an opportunity for students to be responsible 
for their own learning.  
 
School Councils, in partnership with the principal and teachers and after consultation with 
parents and students, are responsible for developing and publishing a homework policy 
consistent with the Homework Habits guidelines.  
 
Principles  
 
Homework is another opportunity for parents to participate in their child's education.  
Parents, in partnership with the school, should encourage their children to establish good 
homework patterns from early primary school.  
 
Students benefit from completing homework regularly. Homework helps them develop 
organisational and time-management skills, self discipline, skills in using out-of-school 
resources and personal responsibility for learning.  
Upper primary and secondary school students should use homework diaries. Diaries provide a 
means of regular communication between parents and the school.  
 
Failure by students to complete homework on a regular basis should be followed up with 
parents.  
 
Successful practice  
 
Early Years (Prep - 4)  
 
Prep to Grade 4 homework should not be seen as a chore.  
 
Homework will:  

·  enable the extension of class work by practising skills or gathering extra information or 
materials 

·  mainly consist of daily reading to, with, and by parents/caregivers or older siblings. This 
will generally not exceed 30 minutes a day and not be set on weekends or during 
vacations.  
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Middle Years (Grade 5 - 6) 
 
Care should be taken to ensure that undue pressure is not placed on students at this level, and 
that a balance is maintained between the demands of study and recreational pastimes. This can 
generally be achieved through good organisation and planning, and builds on the effective 
study habits developed in primary school.  
 
Homework will: 

o include daily independent reading  
o include extension of class work, projects and assignments, essays and research. This 

will generally range from 30 - 45 minutes a day 
 
Types of homework  
 
Homework will be:  

o appropriate to the student's skill level and age  
o interesting, challenging and, where appropriate, open ended  
o balanced with a range of recreational, family and cultural activities  
o purposeful, meaningful and relevant to the curriculum  
o assessed by teachers with feedback and support provided.  

 
Homework will include:  
 
Practice exercises - providing students with the opportunities to apply new knowledge, or to 
review, revise and reinforce newly acquired skills, such as:  

o completing consolidation exercises for Mathematics - memorisation of tables  
o practising spelling words  
o practising words or phrases learnt in a Language Other Than English  
o reading for pleasure  
o writing essays and other creative tasks  
o practising and playing musical instruments  
o practising physical education skills.  

 
Preparatory homework - providing opportunities for students to gain background information so 
they are better prepared for future lessons, such as:  

o reading background material  
o reading English texts for class discussion  
o researching topics for class work  
o collecting newspaper articles  
o revising information about a current topic. 

 
Extension assignments - encouraging students to pursue knowledge individually and 
imaginatively, such as:  

o writing a book review  
o making or designing an art work  
o completing Science investigation exercises  
o researching local news  
o finding material on the Internet  
o monitoring advertising in a newspaper.  
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Expectations 
 
Parents and caregivers can help their children by:  

o encouraging them to take increasing responsibility for their learning and organisation  
o observing and acknowledging their success and asking how their home and class work  
o is progressing 
o attending school events, displays or productions in which their children are involved  
o encouraging them to set aside a regular daily session to read and complete homework 
o setting an example by reading themselves  
o contacting the relevant teacher to discuss any problems their children are having with 

homework  
o helping them to complete homework by discussing key questions or directing them to 

resources. Usually it is better to encourage children to complete homework themselves  
o helping them to balance the amount of time spent completing homework, watching 

television, playing computer games and engaging in other leisure or recreational 
activities 

o checking whether homework for upper primary and secondary students has been set and 
ensuring they keep a homework diary 

o reading texts set by teachers. Discussing their child's response to the texts and asking to 
see work they complete in relation to these texts  

o discussing homework in their first language, where English is not the main language 
spoken at home, and linking it to their previous experience.  
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LEVEL 1 - PREP    
 
TEACHING STAFF 
 
Miss Trudy Martin (Prep M) 
Mrs Julia Rankine (Prep R) 
Miss Kylie Harris  (Prep H) 
 
Level 1 curriculum focuses on developing the fundamental knowledge, skills and behaviours in 
English and Mathematics and other areas including physical and social capacities, which 
underpin all future learning. 
 
ENGLISH 
 
Growth in speaking and listening, reading and writing occurs interdependently, as part of the 
total language development of the child. The Early Years Literacy Program is fully 
implemented in all Prep - 2 classrooms.  
 
The students receive small group instruction through Guided Reading sessions each week, 
which is a major component of this program. The program needs a lot of support from parents 
who act as "Classroom Helpers" and assist with small group activities.  
 
Reading  
 
The overall aim of the reading program is to develop a positive attitude towards reading and a 
high regard for books and literature. Reading is getting meaning from print. When children read, 
some of the information comes from the page, and some from their experience of the world and 
language.  
 
At Level 1, students match print and spoken text in their immediate environment.  
The students will learn to: 

o recognise how sounds are represented alphabetically and identify some sound-letter 
relationships 

o read aloud simple print and electronic texts that include some frequently used words 
o read from left to right with return sweep, and from top to bottom 
o use title, illustrations and knowledge of a text topic to predict meaning 
o use information about words, letters, combinations of letters and the sounds associated 

with them to make meaning, and use illustrations to extend meaning. 
 
Writing  
 
Children are encouraged to write at every opportunity. The children are given the opportunity to 
write in a variety of forms and for different purposes.  
At Level 1 students will: 

o write personal recounts and simple texts about familiar topics to convey ideas or 
messages 

o use conventional letters, groups of letters, and simple punctuation (e.g. full stops and 
capital letters) 

o become aware of the sound system and the relationships between letters and sounds in 
words when spelling 

o form letters correctly, and use a range of writing implements and software. 
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Speaking and Listening  
 
Children are provided with opportunities to develop confidence with oral language through 
active listening, responding and clarifying when meaning is unclear.  
 
Such opportunities occur during:  

o informal conversation  
o presenting news to the class or group  
o co-operative group activities  
o reporting  
o choral reading  
o providing instructions to others  
o drama  

 
MATHEMATICS 
 
The Early Years Numeracy Program is being implemented in the Prep classrooms. Each 
student is assessed early in the year using the Early Years Numeracy Interview. The teacher 
uses this data to group students for focussed teaching. These groups will constantly be 
changing according to the children's learning needs.  
 
The Maths lessons will involve lots of hands on Maths work. Children will be more involved in 
Maths games to keep Maths enjoyable and problem solving to keep Maths real. The emphasis 
will be more on manipulating materials rather than filling in worksheets.  
 
Number 
 
Students will 

o count the size of small sets using the numbers 0 to 20  
o use one-to-one correspondence to identify when two sets are equal in size and when 

one set is larger than another 
o form collections of sets of equal size 
o use ordinal numbers to describe the position of elements in a set from first to tenth 
o use materials to model addition and subtraction 
o add and subtract by counting forward and backward using the numbers from 0 to 20. 

 
Space 
 
Students will 

o recognise, copy and draw points, lines and simple free-hand curves 
o identify basic two-dimensional shapes such as triangles, circles and squares and three-

dimensional solids and objects such as boxes and balls 
o place and orientate shapes according to simple descriptions such as next to , beside , 

in front of , behind , over  and under . 
 
Measurement, chance and data 
 
Students will: 

o compare length, area, capacity and mass of familiar objects using descriptive terms such 
as longer , taller , larger , holds more  and heavier  

o make measurements using informal units such as paces for length, handprints for area, 
glasses for capacity, and bricks for weight 

o recognise the continuity of time and the natural cycles such as day/night and the 
seasons 
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o correctly sequence days of the week 
o use informal units such as heartbeats and hand claps at regular intervals to measure and 

describe the passage of time 
o recognise and respond to unpredictability and variability in events, such as getting or not 

getting a certain number on the roll of a die in a game or the outcome of a coin toss 
o collect and display data related to their own activities using simple pictographs. 

 
Working mathematically 
 
Students will: 

o use diagrams and materials to investigate mathematical and real life situations 
o make rough estimates and learn to check their work. 

 

INTEGRATED STUDIES  
 
Inquiry units of work that make up the integrated studies program include ‘Who am I?’, ‘How do 
we look after ourselves?’, ‘How do we care for the environment?’ and ‘Are animals important to 
us?’ 
 
Thinking tools such as Brainstorming, Questioning, using Graphic Organisers and de Bono's six 
thinking hats will play a part in the student's gathering and analysing of information.  
 
Cooperative learning tasks are an essential part of the Integrated Studies program.  
 

HOMEWORK  
 
Homework will:  

o Mainly consist of the child reading the take home books daily.  
o Using concrete materials to reinforce counting skills  

 
Generally not exceed 15 minutes a day and will not be set on weekends or during vacations.  
 
Please note that the reading books sent home for your child are intended to be easy. Home 
reading is meant to consolidate and confirm current reading skills.  
 
SWIMMING PROGRAM  
 
The swimming program will run over eight weeks, beginning in Term 4 at SwimWorld.  
 
SPECIALIST PROGRAMS  
 
Visual Arts 
 
All students in Prep have 90 minute sessions every fortnight.  
All children must have their own art smocks to protect their school uniforms.  
The program is divided into six main areas- Painting, Printing, Drawing, Construction, Threads 
& Textiles and Construction. Each year level works in all areas through sequentially planned 
activities, with art topics linked to the classroom integrated curriculum (where possible). Other 
art activities will be linked to special times of the year (e.g. Christmas Art, Book Week) 
 
All children are encouraged to develop their creative and imaginative ideas and skills in these 
lessons.  
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Library 
 
Classroom teachers will follow a library program that enriches the classroom program. The 
program will follow as closely as possible the courses and topics studied in the classroom. In 
this way the library becomes an important area for reading and borrowing.  
The students will become familiar with the various ways of shelving books in the correct places 
and learn to use the library computer for borrowing. 
 
Information Technology 
 
All students have access to the computer room for one hour per week. Students also use the 
computer in the class during Literacy sessions, and often for Maths and Integrated Studies.  
As Information Technology is not a Key Learning Area, it is used as a tool for learning. 
Therefore, many of the skills learnt in the curriculum areas are often consolidated, and further 
developed, through computer programs such as Word, Kid Pix, PowerPoint and the Internet.  
 
Japanese - Language Other Than English  (LOTE) 
 
The students have one 45 minute Japanese lesson each week. The program follows the units in 
the Level 1 integrated curriculum wherever possible, and covers the dimensions of 
Communicating in the language, which includes speaking, listening, reading, and to a limited 
extent writing, and Intercultural knowledge and language awareness.  
The students copy modelled language through games, songs and rhymes, and are encouraged 
to use Japanese as much as possible during the school week. Reading of whole words in the 
hiragana script is introduced through our whole school 'Word of the Week' program. A highlight 
of the year is our Japanese Festival during which the children take part in a variety of cultural 
activities linked to other areas of the curriculum.  
We also host many Japanese visitors during the year, and are always in need of families to 
accommodate them.  
 
Performing Arts 
 
Students have one 45 minute session each week. The main focus of the Performing Arts 
Program is to extend our students skills, knowledge and enjoyment. The program is devised to 
encourage active participation, creativity and enjoyment.  
Dance - explore the language of movement using the body to explore various movements and 
feelings.  
Drama - explore ideas through improvisation and acting.  
Media - use various electronic equipment to record representations of real or imagined 
experiences.  
Music - use voices, instruments and other objects to compose, improvise and perform.  
 
Physical Education 
 
Physical Education in Level 1 is designed to help students develop and extend their basic motor 
skills, create positive attitudes, and develop competence in making appropriate choices in the 
pursuit of an active, healthy lifestyle. The program is an integral part of the school curriculum 
with students being given the opportunity to improve skills relative to their own level of 
development.  
 
Components of the program include: ball handling skills, striking skills, movement patters, 
skipping, major and minor games, dance, swimming and gymnastics.  
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LEVEL 2 – Grade 1 & 2 
 
TEACHING STAFF 
 
Mrs Jacqui McIntosh & Mrs Elly Datsopoulos Grade 1M 
Mrs Veronica Lawrence Grade 1/2L 
Mrs Rosemary McDonald Grade 1/2R 
Mrs Claire Knights Grade 2K 
 
Level 2 curriculum focuses on developing the fundamental knowledge, skills and behaviours in 
English and Mathematics and other areas including physical and social capacities, which 
underpin all future learning. 
 
ENGLISH 
 
Growth in speaking and listening, reading and writing occurs interdependently, as part of the 
total language development of the child. The Early Years Literacy Program is fully 
implemented in all Prep - 2 classrooms.  
 
The students receive small group instruction through Guided Reading sessions each week, 
which is a major component of this program. The program needs a lot of support from parents 
who act as "Classroom Helpers" and assist with small group activities.  
 
Reading  
 
The overall aim of the reading program is to develop a positive attitude towards reading and a 
high regard for books and literature. The students are helped to become independent readers 
through:  

o Being read stories, poems, learning rhymes and songs.  
o Sharing book experiences, e.g. "big books"  
o Oral/written activities  
o Learning the art of selecting books and being given the time to read them  
o Being supported in their efforts to read so they believe they can do it.  

 
Reading is getting meaning from print. When children read, some of the information comes from 
the page, and some from their experience of the world and language. The children will be 
developing skills in:  

o Oral reading.  
o Silent reading  
o Comprehension  
o Fluency and phrasing  
o The use of appropriate strategies for unknown words 

 
Writing 
 
Children are encouraged to write at every opportunity. The children are given the opportunity to 
write in a variety of forms and for different purposes, including: 

o Creative writing - topic may be child's own choice or teacher directed  
o Diary / journal writing  
o Report writing  
o Letter writing  
o Poetry  
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Victorian Cursive Script is the handwriting style taught. Grade 2 students should also be 
developing knowledge of where to use the conventions of capital letters, full stops, question 
marks and talking marks. They should also be becoming increasingly accurate in their spelling 
of phonetic words and common words.  
 
Spelling 
 
Learning to spell is ONE aspect of learning to write. The aim of the spelling program is to help 
the children become confident, competent writers. Learning to spell is NOT simply a matter of 
learning how to spell individual words. It entails learning how written language works. In order to 
learn this, the children are exposed to many different forms of written language; reading, word 
games, extensive writing. 
  
As the children use words and talk about them they will discover the regularities (and 
irregularities!!), patterns of written English and, using this knowledge, they will learn to spell. To 
support the above, children will also be taught:  

o THRASS approach, where each sound is taught in the context of the word in which it is 
used  

o The 200 most used words  
o Word families which contain the same sound or letter blends  
o Personal lists  

 
Speaking and listening  
 
Children are provided with opportunities to develop confidence with oral language through 
active listening, responding and clarifying when meaning is unclear.  
Such opportunities occur during:  

o informal conversation  
o presenting news to the class or group  
o co-operative group activities  
o reporting  
o choral reading  
o providing instructions to others  
o drama  

 
MATHEMATICS 
 
The Early Years Numeracy Program is being implemented in the Grade 1 and 2 classrooms. 
Each student is assessed early in the year using the Early Years Numeracy Interview. The 
teacher uses this data to group students for focussed teaching. These groups will constantly be 
changing according to the children's learning needs.  
 
The Maths lessons will involve lots of active Maths work. Children will be more involved in 
Maths games to keep Maths enjoyable and problem solving to keep Maths real. The emphasis 
will be more on manipulating materials rather than filling in worksheets.  
 
Space 
 
Students learn to identify, describe, classify, draw and make shapes and objects with reference 
to their component parts. They also develop an understanding of two-dimensional and three-
dimensional shapes. 
Associated Activities  
Building and sorting according to directions Names of common shapes in the environment 
Drawing objects from different viewpoints  
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Measurement, Chance and Data 
 
Students learn to select and use appropriate informal and formal units to measure and compare 
attributes of everyday objects. They learn to use clocks and calendars, and to develop an 
understanding of digital and analogue time in hours and half hours.  
Associated Units  

o Length, Perimeter, Capacity, Mass, Time  
o Estimation, awareness of boundaries and edges, awareness of the capacity of 

containers, awareness and comparison of mass, area and length.  
 
Number 
 
Students apply an understanding of place value to recognise, order and record three-digit 
numbers. By the end of Grade 2 they learn to skip count to 1000, and to identify, continue and 
devise number patterns. They develop strategies to assist in the recall of addition and 
subtraction of facts to 20. In story problems they learn to mentally add and subtract small 
numbers by counting forwards or backwards.  
 
Associated Activities  

o Counting forwards and backwards by ones to 1000 starting from different numbers  
o Counting by groups 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 using number cards  
o Counting to find a position (1st, 20th)  
o Recognising and writing words to 20 (will extend)  
o Money - recognition of coins and given amounts  
o Putting numbers in order and making models of numbers  
o Addition, subtraction, multiplication, division / sharing / how many groups  
o Problem solving activities related to real life  
o Sorting  
o Games and puzzles, draughts, dot to dot  
o Pattern in number  
o Use of halves and quarters of a whole and a group.  

 
Working Mathematically  
 
Students explore the significance of ideas about space, number, measurement, chance and 
data in their daily lives. They explore and test solutions to mathematical problems that arise in 
their everyday experience.  
 
INTEGRATED STUDIES  
 
The planning of the inquiry units of work that makes up the integrated studies program will be 
completed this year and will be implemented over a two year cycle.  
 
Thinking tools such as Brainstorming, Questioning, using Graphic Organisers, using de Bono's 
six thinking hats and de Bono's CoRT will play a part in the student's gathering and analysing of 
information.  
 
Cooperative learning tasks are an essential part of the Integrated Studies program.  
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HOMEWORK  
 
Homework will:  

o Mainly consist of the child reading the take home books daily.  
o Enable the extension of class work by practising skills or gathering extra information or 

materials.  
o Generally not exceed 15 minutes a day and will not be set on weekends or during 

vacations.  
 
Please note that the reading books sent home for your child are intended to be easy. Home 
reading is meant to consolidate and confirm current reading skills. We are reading books at a 
higher level in class, and are teaching the next stage in reading skills.  
 
SWIMMING PROGRAM  
 
The swimming program will run over eight weeks beginning Term 1 at SwimWorld.  
 
SPECIALIST PROGRAMS  
 
Visual Arts 
 
All students in Grade 1 and 2 have 90 minute sessions every fortnight.  
All children must have their own art smocks to protect their school uniforms.  
The program is divided into six main areas- Painting, Printing, Drawing, Construction, Threads 
& Textiles and Construction. Each year level works in all areas through sequentially planned 
activities, with art topics linked to the classroom integrated curriculum. Other art activities will be 
linked to special times of the year (e.g. Christmas Art, Book Week)  
 
Children are encouraged to develop their creative and imaginative ideas and skills in these 
lessons.  
 
Library 
 
Classroom teachers will follow a library program that enriches the classroom program. The 
program will follow as closely as possible the courses and topics studied in the classroom. In 
this way the library becomes an important area for reading and borrowing.  
The students will become familiar with the various ways of shelving books in the correct places 
and learn to use the library computer for borrowing. 
 
Information Technology 
 
All students have access to the computer room for one hour per week. Students also use the 
computer in the class during Literacy sessions, and often for Maths and Integrated Studies.  
 
As Information Technology is not a Key Learning Area, it is used as a tool for learning. 
Therefore, many of the skills learnt in the curriculum areas are often consolidated, and further 
developed, through computer programs such as Word, Kid Pix, PowerPoint and the Internet.  
 
Japanese - Language Other Than English (LOTE) 
 
The students have one 45 minute Japanese lesson each week. The program follows the units in 
the Level 2 integrated curriculum wherever possible, and covers the dimensions of 
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Communicating in the language, which includes speaking, listening, reading, and to a limited 
extent writing, and Intercultural knowledge and language awareness.  
 
The students copy modelled language through games, songs and rhymes, and are encouraged 
to use Japanese as much as possible during the school week. Reading of whole words in the 
hiragana script is introduced through our whole school 'Word of the Week' program. A highlight 
of the year is our Japanese Festival during which the children take part in a variety of cultural 
activities linked to other areas of the curriculum.  
 
We also host many Japanese visitors during the year, and are always in need of families to 
accommodate them.  
 
Performing Arts 
 
Students have one 45 minute session each week.  
The main focus of the Performing Arts Program is to extend our students skills, knowledge and 
enjoyment. The program is devised to encourage active participation, creativity and enjoyment.  
Dance - explore the language of movement using the body to explore various movements and 
feelings.  
Drama - explore ideas through improvisation and acting.  
Media - use various electronic equipment to record representations of real or imagined 
experiences.  
Music - use voices, instruments and other objects to compose, improvise and perform.  
 
Many students at school also participate in our Tutor Music and Mad on Music programs for 
guitar, piano, violin and keyboard.  
 
Students in Grade two are invited to join the school choir.  
 
Physical Education 
 
Physical Education in Level 2 is designed to help students develop and extend their basic motor 
skills, create positive attitudes, and develop competence in making appropriate choices in the 
pursuit of an active, healthy lifestyle. The program is an integral part of the school curriculum 
with students being given the opportunity to improve skills relative to their own level of 
development.  
 
Components of the program include: ball handling skills, striking skills, kicking skills, movement 
patters, skipping, major and minor games, dance, swimming and gymnastics.  
 
Emphasis is placed on developing a positive self image, healthy attitudes, basic and complex 
motor skills, the values of sportsmanship and a sense of achievement.  
Students will begin to take part in minor games that lead into sports they will take part in during 
Level 3.  
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LEVEL 3 – Grade 3 & 4 
 
TEACHING STAFF 
 
Mr Matthew Ruuska & Mrs Lisa Travers Grade 3RT 
Ms Suiyin Anson Grade 3/4A 
Mrs Leigh Sawyer Grade 3/4S 
Miss Alana Wood Grade 3/4W 
Mrs Debbie Dimas Grade 4D 
 
The Level 3 curriculum focuses on developing the fundamental knowledge, skills and 
behaviours in English and Mathematics and other areas including physical and social 
capacities, which underpin all future learning.  
 
ENGLISH 
 
Reading 
 
All children will be involved in reading activities that encourage enjoyment, fluency and 
understanding.  
Reading activities will include: 

o silent, oral and comprehension reading tasks.  
o individual, ability groups and whole class reading  
o stories, poems, factual pieces, books, magazines,  

 
Writing  
 
All children will be encouraged to "have a go" at writing longer texts. Content is the focus and 
any grammar, spelling and punctuation errors are then corrected and worked on.  
Writing activities can include:  

o writing stories, poems, letters, lists, reports, diaries, opinions  
o individual, ability group and whole class writing  
o grammar and punctuation activities  

 
Emphasis will be on:  

o using capitals, full stops, commas  
o using paragraphs, talking marks, headings  
o increasing vocabulary, sentence structure and length of pieces  
o proof reading and editing  
o stories with plots, sequence in diaries and details in reports.  

 
Spelling  
 
All children will use spelling journals to record their spelling errors and to learn to spell these 
words. Focus will be on learning to spell: 

o sight words (most common words i.e. when, because)  
o letter patterns (e.g. "a-e" game, gave, late, "igh" light, midnight)  
o Integrated Studies words (i.e. communication)  

 
Handwriting  
 
All children will be encouraged to write neatly and to set out written work carefully. Students are 
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learning to join letters according to the Victorian Modern Cursive Script.  
By the end of Grade 4 students will write with speed loops and should obtain their pen licence.  
 
Speaking and Listening  
 
All children will be encouraged to speak clearly and fluently and to listen politely and 
thoughtfully. Speaking and listening activities will involve  

o giving formal talks (eg. class meetings)  
o informal talks (i.e. presenting their group's findings or show-and-tell)  
o class and group discussions  
o asking and answering questions  

 
Growth in reading, writing, speaking and listening occurs interdependently as part of the total 
language development of the child.  
 
MATHEMATICS  
 
Number  
 
Students use structured materials to: 

o explore place value and order of numbers to tens of thousands 
o skip count to create number patterns 
o develop concepts of decimals to hundredths 
o apply number skills to everyday contexts such as shopping 
o extend addition and subtraction computations to three digit numbers 
o multiply and divide by single digit numbers.  

 
Space  
 
Students will: 

o sort lines, shapes and solids according to key features 
o use nets to create three dimensional shapes and explore them by counting edges, faces 

and vertices 
o visualise and draw simple solids as they appear from different positions 
o use grid references (for example, A A5 on a street directory) to specify location and 

compass bearings to describe directions.  
 
Measurement, Chance and Data 
 
Students will: 

o measure the attributes of everyday objects and events using formal (e.g. metres and 
centimetres) and informal units (e.g. pencil lengths)  

o tell the time using analogue and digital clocks and relate familiar activities to the calendar 
o investigate natural variability in chance events and order them from least likely to most 

likely  
o conduct experiments and collect data to construct simple graphs 
o use simple two-way tables to sort non-numerical data.  

 
Structure 
 
Students will: 

o use structured material (in tens, hundreds and thousands) to develop ideas about 
multiplication by replication and division by sharing 

o recognise the possibility of remainders when dividing 
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o learn to use and describe simple algorithms for computations 
o create and complete number sentences using whole numbers, decimals and fractions.  

 
Working mathematically 
 
Students will 

o use mathematical symbols (e.g. brackets, division and inequality, the words and, or and 
not) 

o develop and test ideas (conjectures) across the content of mathematical experience 
o learn to recognise practical applications of mathematics in daily life, including shopping, 

travel and time of day 
o identify the mathematical nature of problems for investigation 
o use a range of tools for mathematical work, including calculators, computer drawing 

packages and measuring tools.  
 
AREAS IN WHICH PARENTS CAN ASSIST THEIR CHILDREN 
 
Homework 
 
The Level 3 teachers set regular, weekly homework which involves both Language and 
Mathematics and other curriculum areas. Parental guidance is encouraged. Other homework 
includes unfinished work and 'You Can Do It!' tasks. Take home reading is part of Level 3 
homework.  
 
Reading 
 
Children have access to take home reading books which may be changed daily. Listen to your 
child read nightly and encourage them to read a wide range of materials.  
 
Grade 4 students will be encouraged to borrow suitable novels for home reading books in their 
library lessons. Grade 3 students will look forward to this. 
 
Mathematics  
 
Parents are encouraged to use real-life situations, like grocery shopping, to give their children 
opportunities to use mathematical thinking skills. Times table facts will be learned in class and 
frequent practice at home would be very useful.  
 
NAPLAN – (National Assessment Program – Literacy an d Numeracy) 
 
All students in Grade 3 will be tested in the Key Learning Areas of English and Mathematics 
during Term 2. Children will be given practice examples in class and tasks from previous years 
will be given as homework. This will help children to become familiar with the expectations of 
NAPLAN. 
 
The NAPLAN tests will assess: 
 
Reading Wednesday 13th May 
Writing  Tuesday 12th May  
Language Conventions (including spelling, grammar and punctuation) Tuesday 12th May 
Mathematics  Thursday 14th May 
 
The results from the NAPLAN will be used for individual student reporting to parents, school 
reporting and aggregate reporting by States and Territories against national standards. 
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Further information on NAPLAN tests will be given to parents closer to the dates.  
 
CAMP 
 
The venue for the Level 3 Camp is Phillip Island. 
Detailed information will be given at our Camp Information Night in second term.  
All students in Grades 3 & 4 attend camp together.  
 
INTEGRATED STUDIES  
 
The Integrated studies units of work allow the students to move across the domains as they 
learn about their world.  Because of the interrelatedness and the interdependency of these 
domains it is impractical to treat them as separate, isolated areas and much of the learning in 
Level 3 takes place within a topic that combines many domains. 
 
The inquiry units of work that make up the integrated studies program will be implemented over 
a two year cycle. 
 
Thinking tools such as Brainstorming, Questioning, and using Graphic Organisers, de Bono's 
six thinking hats, Ryan's Thinking Keys and Bloom's Taxonomy will play a part in the student's 
gathering and analysing of information. 
 
Cooperative learning tasks are an essential part of the Integrated Studies program.  
 
Excursions 
 
As part of our integrated curriculum various excursions and in incursions will be planned 
throughout the year.  
 
SWIMMING PROGRAM  
 
The swimming program will run over eight weeks, beginning in Term 1 at SwimWorld.  
 
SPECIALIST PROGRAMS 
 
Visual Arts 
 
All children in Grades 3 and 4 have a 90 minute session each fortnight.  
All children must have their own art smocks to protect their school uniforms.  
The Art/Craft course is divided into six main areas- Painting, Printing, Drawing, Construction, 
Threads & Textiles and Construction. Each year level works in all areas through sequentially 
planned activities, with art topics linked to the classroom integrated curriculum (where possible). 
Other art activities will be linked to special times of the year. (e.g. Christmas Art and Book 
Week) 
 
All children are encouraged to develop their creative and imaginative ideas and skills in these 
lessons.  
 
Information and Communication Technology 
 
All students have access to the Multi-Media Room for 90 minutes per week for skill 
development. Students also use the computer in the class as a tool to learning. The students 
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will be working on developing computer skills using a range of educational software, such as 
'Kahootz' and 'Inspiration.' Students will also develop their research skills using guided internet 
activities and other learning objects. 
  
Library 
 
The Library lessons will follow as closely as possible the courses and topics studied in the 
classroom. In this way the library becomes an important area for research and reading. 
Students in Grade 3 and 4 will be using the library computers to borrow and return as well as 
search for relevant information. They will become familiar with the library layout and in particular 
the Dewey Decimal System. The Literature program will expose them to a variety of authors.  
 
Japanese - Language Other Than English (LOTE) 
 
The students have a 45 minute Japanese lesson each week. The program follows the units in 
the Level 3 integrated curriculum wherever practicable, and covers the dimensions of 
Communicating in the language, which includes speaking, listening, reading, and writing, and 
Intercultural knowledge and language awareness. The students read and write the hiragana 
script, and are encouraged to use Japanese as much as possible during the school week.  
This year the school will subscribe to OzJapan Friends Club, which will provide students with 
the opportunity to exchange emails with students in Japan. A number of benefits of this 
subscription will include increased motivation to improve language skills, communication with 
students of a similar age in another country, gaining an insight into, and a deeper understanding 
of, another culture, and development of ICT skills. Students will also have an amazing source 
for information they seek for the Inquiry Learning that takes place in their classrooms.  
 
Performing Arts 
 
Students have weekly 45 minute weekly sessions  
The main focus of the Performing Arts Program is to extend our students skills, knowledge and 
enjoyment. The program is devised to encourage active participation, creativity and enjoyment.  
Dance - explore the language of movement using the body to explore various movements and 
feelings.  
Drama - explore ideas through improvisation and acting.  
Media - opportunities to use various electronic equipment to record representations of real or 
imagined experiences and will explore how these experiences can be portrayed through film 
and other media.  
Music - use voices, instruments and other objects to compose, improvise and perform. There 
will also be a major focus on learning how to read and play music through the use of recorders.  
Many students at school also participate in our Tutor Music and Mad on Music Programs for 
guitar, piano, violin and keyboard.  
Students will also have the opportunity to join the school choir and recorder group.  
 
Physical Education 
Physical Education in Level 3 is designed to help students develop complex motor skills, 
positive attitudes, and competence in making decisions in the pursuit of an active, healthy 
lifestyle. The program is an integral part of the school curriculum with children being given the 
opportunity to improve skills relative to their own level of development.  
Components of the program include: ball handling skills, striking and fielding skills, kicking skills, 
minor and major games, fitness training, skipping, gymnastics, athletics and swimming.  
During Level 3 the students compete in Grade 3/4 sport within the school and carnivals against 
other schools in our district. Emphasis is placed on learning the skills and basic strategies of 
games that can be implemented into a number of different sports.  
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LEVEL 4 – Grades 5 & 6 
 
TEACHING STAFF 
 
Mr Lewis Vincent Grade 5V 
Mrs Stacey Honore  Grade 5/6L 
Mrs Susan Hodgson  Grade 5/6S 
Mrs Helga Hendry  Grade 5/6H 
Miss Bronwyn Cook  Grade 5/6C 
Miss Lauren Foster  Grade 6F 
 
MIDDLE YEARS SCHOOLING 
 
At Glen Waverley South Primary School we acknowledge the importance of Middle Years 
Schooling. Students in Level 4 are treated as individuals with individual skills and needs.  
 
The middle years of schooling recognises the developmental stages of adolescence, which 
most typically falls somewhere within the age range 10 - 15 years and Grade 5 – Year  9. 
 
Adolescent development is characterised by the growth of independent thought and activity and 
is accompanied by major physical, emotional and social change as young adolescents search 
for their identity as an individual.   
 
The educational program of middle years schooling looks carefully at the social, emotional, 
physical and intellectual needs of the young adolescent.  
 
We recognise that students have their own learning styles and learn at different rates.  
 
We have high expectations of each student and will support them to develop positive self 
esteem and achieve their best.  
 
ENGLISH  
 
In Grade 5 and 6, students read a wide variety of texts which include stories, novels and 
poems. Their ability to understand other materials develops as their English skills strengthen. 
They read tables, use diagrams and analyse computer-based information.  
 
The writing and speaking skills being demonstrated in research and stories indicate that 
students are becoming more complex thinkers and are consolidating their learning in relation to 
texts and language.  
 
Their English skills are used to present ideas and information in visual presentations and to edit, 
correct and speak about work, demonstrating standards achieved in other areas of learning.  
 
Writing  
 
The following types of writing are further developed in Grade 5 and 6  

o factual (researching and writing facts)  
o explanation (how something works)  
o instructions (procedure)  
o reports and recounts  
o narrative (fiction)  
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o arguments/persuasive (exposition) and discussion  
o opinion writing  
o various forms of poetry 

 
Students will focus on developing the structure of their writing through: 
 
Vocabulary Development 

o create theme or topic lists of words they will need for their studies and writing which are 
linked to the investigations being done in their enquiry units 

o develop rich vocabulary by using a writer's notebook, dictionary, thesaurus and other 
word lists.  

 
Spelling 

o using these vocabulary lists, letter clusters are identified for closer study.  
o revision of words that students are expected to know at this level  
o revision of common spelling errors and usage  

 
Grammar 
Conventions being taught and revised during writing lessons will include:  

o use of capital letters, commas, quotation marks, full stops and question marks  
o the apostrophe (possession and contraction)  
o finding interesting and mature, challenging words rather than - did, got, then  
o correcting grammatical errors as they arise 

 
Reading 
 
Students are expected to read for a minimum  period of 30 minutes uninterrupted silent 
reading at home each day. It is advisable for parents to discuss novels with students to make 
sure they are reading with understanding.  
Three types of reading will be taking place:  
 
Personal Choice  
 
Students are encouraged to use the school library. The Yablett Reading Program guides 
students in their choice of reading and caters for student's individual needs, interests and 
challenges.  
 
Teacher Directed 
 
These reading activities focus on studying text, both non-fiction and fiction.  
For example, in literature the students will: 

o explore story maps (graphic representations of the main events) 
o identify settings 
o explore vocabulary linked to different settings 
o consider characterisation 
o create plot plans  
o consider the style or mood of the writing.  

 
Researching for Information 
 
Students need to understand information they read from a variety of resources and be able to 
re-write into their own words showing a high level of understanding and analysis of reading 
material.  
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Listening and Speaking 
 
Focus on oral activities helps students articulate and extend their own understandings as they 
hear the opinions and ideas of others. Activities are organised to develop skills which promote: 

o asking relevant interview questions  
o elaborating on another group member's discussion  
o helping other class members put forward ideas  
o summarising the point of view and work of a group  
o thinking about the work of a group and evaluate what has been learnt  
o role playing situations created in class  
o talking about the possible moral or meaning of a story  
o experimenting with and reflecting on possible readings and interpretations of a piece of 

scripted drama  
o speaking to an audience and holding their attention  
o listening for the gathering of information  

 
Participating in the "Competent Communicators" (This program runs every second year)  
 
The Program will develop:  

o debating skills  
o speaking appropriately to an audience active listening skills  
o general mannerisms which display composure and confidence.  

 
Handwriting 
 
Students are encouraged to write legibly at all times. Handwriting lessons are included as 
required.  
 
MATHEMATICS  
 
We work to develop an understanding of the individual mathematical needs and skills of each 
student. We have high expectations depending on the abilities of each student and provide 
suitable tasks to meet individual needs.  
 
Our teaching focuses on open-ended investigations and makes use of mathematical methods 
such as small group work, outdoor maths, problem solving, discussions and mathematical 
games. Maths assessment is ongoing and includes assessment of students' work, maths 
thinking and use of mathematical strategies along with student self-assessment of their maths 
learning.  
 
Students become familiar with a range of mathematical tools, such as compasses, protractors, 
calculators.  
 
Small groups of students are selected for intensive teaching and support if they are having 
difficulty with an aspect of their work.  Extension activities are provided for the students that are 
ready for those challenges.  Students will be encouraged to take part in the Australian 
Mathematics Competition and the Maths Olympiad Competition. 
 
The course content is covered in these strands: 
 
Numbers 

o extend their understanding of whole numbers, fractions and decimals  
o use patterns and arrays to develop understanding of multiples, factors, prime and 
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composite numbers 
o recognise and use simple powers. 
o investigate and use equivalent forms of common fractions 
o order fraction and decimals and locate them on a number line 
o investigate temperature and other contexts to develop the concept of negative numbers 
o devise and use mental and written algorithms and routinely make estimations and 

approximations in calculations and make judgements about their accuracy. 
 
Measurement, Chance and Data 

o estimate and measure lengths (including perimeter), area (including surface area), 
volumes, capacity, time (including duration) and temperature in metric units using 
appropriate instruments and scales. 

o estimate and describe the chance of random events using words, percentages and 
fractions or decimals between 0 and 1. 

o plan and conduct questionnaires to collect data for a specific purpose 
o recognise different data types such as categorical and numerical, discrete and 

continuous 
o organise and present grouped and ungrouped data using displays such as simple 

frequency tables and histograms. 
 
Space 

o identify and sort shapes by properties, such as parallel and perpendicular lines 
o use the ideas of angle, size and scale to describe features of shapes and solids 
o represent solids (e.g. prisms, pyramids, cylinders and cones) as two-dimensional 

drawings and nets 
o visualise and describe relative location and routes between places shown on a map. 

 
Working Mathematically 

o make and test conjectures and generalisations about numbers, shape and mathematical 
structure using concrete materials and diagrams 

o identify and investigate real life, practical and historical applications of mathematics 
o pose and solve mathematical problems using a range of strategies (e.g. make a list, find 

a pattern and work backwards) 
o solve new problems based on familiar problem structures 
o use technology for complex and extended computations 
o use appropriate technology to explore puzzles involving numbers (e.g. solve a magic 

square using a spreadsheet) 
o generate drawings of shapes, solids, nets and geometric designs. 

 
Structure 

o use Venn diagrams and two-way tables 
o develop algorithms involving words, diagrams and mathematical symbols 
o create number sequences by computing the next term from previous term or terms 

(recursion) 
o develop function rules for the terms in sequences based on their position in the 

sequence 
o form and solve equations using word and symbols. 

 
INTEGRATED STUDIES 
 
The Integrated studies units of work allow the students to move across the domains as they 
learn about their world.  Because of the interrelatedness and the interdependency of these 
domains it is impractical to treat them as separate, isolated areas and much of the learning in 
Level 4 takes place within a topic that combines many domains. 
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The inquiry units of work that make up the integrated studies program will be implemented over 
a two year cycle. 
 
Thinking tools such as Brainstorming, Questioning, and using Graphic Organisers, using de 
Bono's six thinking hats, de Bono's CoRT, Ryan's Thinking Keys and Bloom's Taxonomy will 
play a part in the student's gathering and analysing of information. 
 
SPECIALIST PROGRAMS  
 
Visual Arts 
 
All children in Grades 5 and 6 have a 90 minute session each fortnight.  
 
All children must have their own art smocks to protect their school uniforms.  
 
The Art/Craft course is divided into six main areas- Painting, Printing, Drawing, Construction, 
Threads & Textiles and Construction. Each year level works in all areas through sequentially 
planned activities, with art topics linked to the classroom integrated curriculum (where possible). 
Other art activities will be linked to special times of the year. (e.g. Christmas Art and Book 
Week) 
Children are encouraged to develop their creative and imaginative ideas and skills in these 
lessons.  
 
Library 
 
The Library lessons will follow as closely as possible the courses and topics studied in the 
classroom.  In this way the library becomes an important area for research and reading. 
Students in Grade 5 and 6 will be using the library computers to borrow and return as well as 
search for relevant information. They will become familiar with the library layout and in particular 
the Dewey Decimal System. The Literature program will be exposing them to a variety of 
authors.  
 
Information Technology 
 
All students have access to computer technology. Students also use the computer and laptops 
in the class as a tool for learning. The students will be working on developing computer skills 
using a range of educational software. Students will have practice in research work on the 
Internet and using electronic mailing. 
 
Japanese - Language Other Than English (LOTE) 
 
The students have a 45 minute Japanese lesson each week. The program follows the units in 
the Level 4 integrated curriculum wherever practicable, and covers the dimensions of 
Communicating in the language, which includes speaking, listening, reading, and writing, and 
Intercultural knowledge and language awareness. The students read and write the hiragana 
script, and are encouraged to use Japanese as much as possible during the school week.  
 
This year the school will subscribe to OzJapan Friends Club, which will provide students with 
the opportunity to exchange emails with students in Japan. A number of benefits of this 
subscription will include increased motivation to improve language skills, communication with 
students of a similar age in another country, gaining an insight into, and a deeper understanding 
of, another culture, and development of ICT skills. Students will also have an amazing source 
for information they seek for the Inquiry Learning that takes place in their classrooms.  
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Performing Arts 
 
Students have weekly 45 minute weekly sessions  
The main focus of the Performing Arts Program is to extend our students skills, knowledge and 
enjoyment. The program is devised to encourage active participation, creativity and enjoyment.  
Dance - explore the language of movement using the body to explore various movements and 
feelings.  
Drama - explore ideas through improvisation and acting.  
Media - opportunities to use various electronic equipment to record representations of real or 
imagined experiences and will explore how these experiences can be portrayed through film 
and other media.  
Music - use voices, instruments and other objects to compose, improvise and perform. There 
will also be a major focus on learning how to read and play music through the use of recorders.  
 
Many students at school also participate in our Tutor Music and Mad on Music Programs for 
guitar, piano, violin and keyboard.  
 
Students will also have the opportunity to join the school choir and recorder group.  
 
Physical Education and Sport 
 
Physical Education in Level 4 is designed to help students develop complex motor skills, 
positive attitudes, and competence in making decisions in the pursuit of an active, healthy 
lifestyle. The program is an integral part of the school curriculum with children being given the 
opportunity to improve skills relative to their own level of development.  
 
Students are taught the majority of skills through the Teaching Games for Understanding 
approach. This approach involves students being engaged in activities that require higher level 
thinking and reflective processes. Components of the program include net and wall games, 
striking and fielding games, territorial and invasion games, minor and major games, fitness 
training, gymnastics, athletics and swimming. 
 
During Level 4, the students compete in rostered sports and carnivals against other schools in 
our district. Emphasis is placed on learning the rules, strategies and skills for selected sports 
that children compete in. Students are required to wear the white school polo during 5/6 sport.  
 
NAPLAN – (National Assessment Program – Literacy an d Numeracy) 
 
All students in Grade 5 will be tested in the Key Learning Areas of English and Mathematics 
during Term 2. Children will be given practice examples in class and tasks from previous years 
will be given as homework. This will help children to become familiar with the expectations of 
NAPLAN. 
 
The NAPLAN tests will assess: 
 
Reading Wednesday 13th May 
Writing  Tuesday 12th May 
Language Conventions (including spelling, grammar and punctuation)Tuesday 12th May 
Mathematics  Thursday 14th May 
 
The results from the NAPLAN will be used for individual student reporting to parents, school 
reporting and aggregate reporting by States and Territories against national standards. 
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Further information on NAPLAN tests will be given to parents closer to the dates.  
 
SWIMMING PROGRAM 
 
The swimming program will run in Term 4 at the Monash Aquatic and Recreation Centre. 
Parents will be notified of swimming arrangements in Term 3. 
 
CAMPS 
 
Level 4 camp will be at Coastal Forest Lodge in Anglesea. There will two camps in August. 
1st camp (3 classes) will go in the week August 3rd – 7th. 
2nd camp (3 classes) will go in the week August 17th-21st. 
 
School camps are organised to extend the learning experiences of the student beyond the 
confines of school and home. The students will have the opportunity to be involved in activities 
they may not have experienced before. 
 
The camp is well equipped and students will complete various outdoor adventure activities. A 
major focus of the camp is “cooperation”. 
 
HOMEWORK 
 
Homework will consist mainly of: 

o independent reading on a daily basis 
o open-ended tasks, problem solving, assignments (e.g. Book reports), essays and 

research 
 
Diaries will be used to list homework requirements and as communication between home and 
school. 
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